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PROLOGUE 


~ - -- — 


Why we remember 

- fyou lived through World War 

I n, it is impossible to forget ^gi/^ation accountable for the 

I But if you are in the principles of freedom and equali 

® npnpraiions that came after, 1 P hpimr sent overseas tc 


DU l U yuu -- 

“ generations that came after 
may seem impossible to 


understand. 

Just 50 years ago, not even a 
lifetime, what conditions could 
spawn such horror? What events 
could inspire such valor? 

Fifty years later, we sbll study 
the war for what it tells us about 
armies and tactics and geography. 
And for what it says about us. 

Fifty years ago, the world 
changed forever. Entire nations 
disappeared. Entire families, too, 
sons and husbands and fathers, 
daughters and wives and mothers, 
and children. 

Fifty million people were killed, 
most of them civilians; she million 
just because they were Jews. 

Fifty years ago, Americans put 
other Americans in detention 
camps just because their families 
came from Japan. 

Fifty years ago, America’s 


their nation accoumauiciw. 

principles of freedom and equality 
they were being sent overseas to 
defend. ,, , 

Almost everything that 

happened 50 years ago in Defroit 
and Michigan and America and the 
world tells us something about 
what is happening today. 1 nose 
agonizing, exciting years of war 
are the backdrop of current events, 
from the rise of baby boomers to 
the crumbling of communism to 
the economic struggle with Japan 
to the demands by women, blacks 

and all Americans for equality. 

This special keepsake section of 
the Detroit Free Press is a guide to 
that war, as it happened in the 
theaters of combat and in the 
streets of Detroit 

For people who recall FDR s 
fireside chats, those who 
remember when a Mustang had 
wings and those who pause each 
Dec 7, this section will hold 


Fifty years ago, America’s Dec /, mis secuuuj*u. •««“ 

industrial muscle flexed in Detroit painful and w ? nde ^ m .^”“ n 
_i T 7 firirvrif>« ran For those born later, it contain 


and Michigan. Factories ran 
around the clock turning out the 
tools of war. 

Fifty years ago, black 
Americans steamed north into 


LiiiUI dliU YVUJJLHiiXLU 

For those bom later, it contains 
one of humanity’s greatest dramas 
and perhaps history's greatest 
lesson, one to be learned and 
never forgotten. 



Before Pearl Harbor 



. sea of Berliner, cheer Adolf Hiller as he walks between two aides to*®**** P 1n8ht 
ilitsubiahi dive bombers rev up before leaving a Japanese earner for the a 


to grab land and resources. 

Germany’s blitzkreig had 
already overrun much of Europe, 
and Adolf Hitler’s notorious SS 
units had begun murdering 
Europe’s Jews. Hitler’s aim was 
worldwide domination by a 
superior race - his Germans. 

The Japanese were seeking to 


In retaliation, Japan’s prime 
minister, Gen. HidekiTojo, 
planned an attack to cripple the 
U.S. military’s ability to enforce 
American foreign policy. . 

On Nov. 26,1941, underTojos 
orders, a Japanese fleet with six 
aircraft carriers left its base in tn 
Kurile Islands and secretly 
steamed toward Hawaii. 
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• wave 
£ 8:50 am 


36 

fighters 


Kauai 


81 dive- 
bombers 


45 

fighters 


Niihnu 


Kahoolawe 


54 dive- 
bombers 


Hawaii 


40 torpedo- 
bombers - 


54 high-level' 
bombers — 


‘A DATE WHICH WILL 
LIVE IN INFAMY* 

By the fall of 1941, Japan and China had 
been at war for four years. U.S. efforts to 
end that conflict increased hostility 
between the United States and Japan. As 
tensions built, U.S. officials froze Japan's 
assets and limited fuel oil shipments to the 
energy-dependent nation. 

To retaliate and keep the United States 
from interfering in Japan's efforts to 
dominate Asia, the government in Tokyo 
planned a sneak attack designed to destroy 
or cripple the U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl 
Harbor, near Honolulu. 

At 7:55 ami. on Dec 7, the first of two 
waves of Japanese aircraft attacked from 
carriers 230 miles north of Hawaii 
On Dec 8, the United States and Great 
Britain declared war on Japan. In urging 
Congress to declare war, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt called Dec 7 “a date 
which will live in infamy.” 


Massive Losses 


Within 30 minutes, the power of the U.S. Pacific Fleet 
was crippled, except for three aircraft carriers that 
were at sea and proved decisive later in the war. At 
Hickam Field, 188 planes were destroyed. The 
Japanese lost 29 planes and their pilots. 

Worst of all was the loss of American lives: 2,403 
people - mostly U.S. servicemen - were killed, 
including 1,177 on the battleship Arizona, 

U.S. Ships Hit hardest 






Fleet Headquarters 




<=> Oil 
storage 




U.S. Naval Station 


Oil storage 


Hickam Field 



Ship 

Type 

Action 

a 

Tangier 

Tender 

Bombed 

B 

Curtiss 

Light Cruiser 

Torpedoed 

B 

Utah 

Battleship 

Torpedoed/Sunk 

D 

Raleigh 

LightCruiser 

Torpedoed 

B 

California 

Battleship 

Bombed/Toipedoed 

B 

Maryland 

Battleship 

Bombed 

a 

Tennessee 

Battleship 

Bombed 

B 

Arizona 

Battleship 

Torpedoed/Sunk 

B 

Oklahoma 

Battleship 

Torpedoed/Sunk 

0 

W. Virginia 

Battleship 

Bombed 

D 

Vestal 

Repair Ship 

Bombed/Sunk 

0 

Nevada 

Battleship 

Toipedoed/Beached 

0 

Shaw 

Destroyer 

Bombed/Blown up 

0 

Cassin 

Destroyer 

Blown up 

0 

Downes 

Destroyer 

Blown up 

0 

Pennsylvania 

Flagship 

Bombed 

0 

Oglala 

Minelayer 

Torpedoed/Sunk 

0 

Helena 

light Cruiser 

Torpedoed/Sunk 

0 

Honolulu 

Light Cruiser 

Some bomb damage 

0 

New Orleans 

Heavy Cruiser 

Shrapnel damage 


Two Waves 


Miles 8 


Unprepared 


The United States had broken Japan's 
military code and knew war was coming. But 
by the time authorities realized Pearl Harbor 
would be attacked, it was too late. 

Some precautions had been taken at Pearl 
Harbor, but they were to prevent sabotage, 
not an aerial attack. Aircraft were parked 
wingtip to wingtip, making them easy targets. 
No torpedo nets were deployed to protect the 
anchored fleet Most officers and crew were 
ashore, few anti-aircraft guns were manned, 
and ammunition boxes were locked. 

Adm, Husband Kmmel, commander in 
chief of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, and Lt Gen. 
Walter Short, commander of Army forces in 
Hawaii, were dismissed for the errors. 




H U.S. airfields 


OAHU 


Molokai 
> Maui 


50 high-level 
bombers 


Lt 


Sources: Free Press research; "The Simon and Schuster Encyclopedia of World War II,” edited by Thomas Parrish; ‘'World Almanac Book of 
World War IT; "World Book Encyclopedia”; "The Second World War” by Martin Gilbert; “War Maps ” by Simon Goodenough; Associated Press. 


HANK SZERLAQ f Detroit Free Frees; AP 
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Battleships West Virginia and Tennessee burn during the attack as sailors rescue someone in the water. 
Upper left: Papers banner the news. 








_ 


_ 




It is 7:53 am in Honolulu 
when Japanese commander 
Mitsuo Fuchida, leading 184 
bombers and fighters over 
the island of Oahu, orders 
the message ‘Torai Torai 
Torai” sent to the Japanese 
fleet The code - in English, 
"Tiger! Tiger! Tiger!” - 
means the attack has caught 
the enemy by surprise. Then 
the aircraft swoop down on 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet at 
anchor. Nearly an hour later, 
167 more Japanese planes 


attack. In all, 2,403 
Americans are killed, 1,177 
on the battleship Arizona. 
Three battleships are 
destroyed; five are heavily 
damaged, but later repaired. 
Eighteen other ships are 
sunk or disabled, and 188 
aircraft are destroyed. The 
stunning news quickly unites 
an angry nation. And for 
Americans, Dec 7 becomes 
the most memorable date of 
the 20th Centuiy. 





U.S. declares war on Japan. 
President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, his face drawn, 
his words measured, tells 
Congress and the nation that 
Dec. 7 is “a date which will 
live in infamy ” He also says 
America will prevail: “No 
matter how long it may take 
us to overcome this 
premeditated invasion, the 
American people in their 
righteous might will win 
through to absolute victory.” 



Dec. io 




Japan captures Guam, a U.S. 
territory. 


DEC. 1 1 


Germany, Italy honor their 
mutual-defense pact with 
Japan and declare war on the 
United States. In a speech to 
the Reichstag, Adolf Hitier 
blames Roosevelt and Jews 
for the war and declares: “I 
am now the head of the 
strongest military force in 
the world.... I thank the 
(U.S.) president and I thank 
God for the opportunity ... 
that our generation, too, may 
write a page in the book of 
honor of German history.” 


At 4 a.m., a messenger 
delivers a telegram to the 
Marsh family in Grosse 
Pointe. It says U.S. Navy 
Ensign Ben Marsh Jr., 25, 
was killed in action aboard 
the Arizona at Pearl Harbor. 
He had been on duty until 4 
am. Dec. 7. Then, he went to 
the officers dining room to 
wait for a launch to take him 
ashore to play golf When the 
attack began, Marsh raced 
from the dining room to his 
battle station in the engine 
room. Not more than 10 
minutes later, a torpedo 
ripped into the ship and 
exploded in the forward 
magazine, where one million 
pounds of ammunition was 
stored The blast killed 
Marsh and likely most of the 
1,177 who died on the 
Arizona And Marsh 
becomes the Detroit area’s 
first reported casualty of 
World Warn. 


DEC. 1 9 


The U.S. orders 
men age 20 to 
44 to register 
for the draft. In 
April, men 
between 45-64 
also are ordered 
to register, but 
no one in that 
age bracket is 
drafted. 

Eventually, men 
aged 18 to 25 
are regularly drafted, but not 
if they have children bom 
before Dec. 7. By the end of 
the war, more than 16 million 



will be in uniform, nearly one 
of eight of the 135 million 
Americans. About eight 
million veterans are diva 




DEC. 15 


Congress appropriates $10 
billion for the war. By war’s 
end, $300 billion will be spent 
by the United States. That's 
the rough equivalent of $2.4 
trillion in 1991 dollars. 

During the war years, 
defense spending will 
account for about 38 percent 
of the gross national product, 
compared to about 6 percent 
today. 


Dec. 23 


Japan captures U.S. territory 
of Wake Island, where a 
small force of marines is 
overrun after a 15-day siege. 
In the Philippines, U.S. pilots 
futflelytry to halt the 
Japanese advance by sea. 


— v-/u - i 

Page 4 



Wednesday, Dec. 4,1991 


Detroit Free Press 















































































































Feb. 28 


March 9 



Jan. 9 


Jan. 20 


March 7 


I 1 f Japan attacks Bataan Hitler receives the “Final 

Peninsula in the Philippines, Solution” plan authored by 

which has been under U.S. Heinrich Himmler's feared 

authority since after the deputy, Reinhard Heydrich. 

Spanish-American War, The plan outlines how the 

Manila, the capital, had been Nazis will systematically 

captured Jan. 2. murder Europe's Jews. 


Joe Louis knocks outBuddy 
Baer in the first round in New 
York to defend his 
heavyweight championship for 
the 20th time. Three days after 
the fight, Louis - known as the 
Brown Bomber-joins the 
Army. The Free Press 
headline “Army Acquires a 
New Type of Bomber ” Said 
Louis of the wan “Were on 
God's side.” 


The first pilots graduate from 
Army Air Forces training center 
for black aviators in Tuskegee, 
Ala., including Ben Davis, on 
wing above, who eventually is 
promoted to general. The 
segregated military will relegate 


most blacks to loading docks 
and transportation units. The 
black pilots fly fighter escorts in 
squadrons based in Africa and 
later in Europe. No U.S. 
bomber escorted by Tuskegee 
airmen will be shot down. 


Scores of Detroiters are 
injured in race rioting at the 
Sojourner Truth public 
housing project - on Nevada 
near Ryan - for blacks 
working in the war industry 


The federal government 
urges Detroiters to plant 
Victoiy Gardens, to help 
conserve other food supplies 
for war use. 


March 1 i 


With U.S. troops facing 
relentless Japanese attacks, 
Roosevelt orders Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur, U.S. 
commander in the southwest 
Pacific, to leave the 
Philippines. MacArthur, his 
wife, son and staff travel 560 
miles across hostile waters 
ina PT boat to an air base, 
then fly 1,500 miles in a B17 
to Australia. He tells 
reporters who meet his 
plane there: “I came 
through, and I shall return.” 


MARCH 17 


For the first time, the Nazis 
use gas chambers and 
crematoriums to murder 
Jews, Slavs and others they 
deem undesirable. The 
horror begfos at a 
concentration camp in 
Belzec, Poland, where 6,000 
Jews are murdered in a few 
days. The Allies are not yet 
aware of the death camps. 






Feb. 20 




- 




m* 






Roosevelt orders 60,000 
Japanese Americans living 
on the West Coast to 
detention camps. Eventually, 
120,000 will be interned. 
There is little outcry. The 
Free Press covers it in four 
paragraphs on Page 5: “FDR 
Acts to Curb Japs on W. 
Coast” By Easter, there is a 
steady flow of Japanese 
Americans to the camps, 
including 13-year-old Kaz 
Mayeda. whose family loses 
its celery farm in California. 
Mayeda watches as the 
family’s possessions are 
bought by opportunists at 10 
cents on the dollar. At the 
camp, their room is perhaps 
10 feet by 10 feet a tar-paper 
shack. The first month, 
Mayeda, his three older 
brothers and his mother 
share the room with four 
strangers. 




American children peer through the barbed wire at one of several detention camps built by the U.S. 
government for Japanese Americans. 


March 25 


Labor organizations drop 
overtime demands for war 
industry workers. Detroit 
area factories gear for 24- 
hour operation. 


March 25 


Twenty-five American 
women leave for England, 
where the British will pay 
them $400 a month to fly 
planes from factories to 
English air bases because 
male pilots are needed for 
combat The group is 
recruited by Jacqueline 
Cochran, 32, a noted pilot 
who wants to form a U.S. 
corps of female pilots but is 
discouraged by U.S. officials, 
who have no plans to use 
them. Cochran will return in 
September after the U.S. 
military relents and asks her 
to form a corps of female 
pilots. 
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April 9 


May 15 


Luzon in the Philippines 
falls; 75,000 Allied troops, 
including 12,000 Americans, 
surrender to Japanese troops 
who march them 65 miles 
along the Bataan Peninsula 
to prison camp in what will 
become known as the 
Bataan Death March. About 
20,000 die or are murdered 
en route. 


April 1 8 


From the carrier Hornet 
sailing 600 miles off Japan's 
coast, CoL James Doolittle 
leads 16 B25s to bomb Tokyo. 
Three planes are shot dowa 
The psychological effect is 
enormous: The Japanese 
suffer the first assault on their 
island empire and discover 
how vulnerable to air attack 
they are. In the United States, 
the raid greatly boosts morale, 
and Doolittle, who had been 
assigned to Detroit from 1940 
untfl early this year advising 
the auto industry on making 
airplanes, becomes a hero. 




Ford's B24 bomber plant at 
Willow Run begins 
operation. The plant, like 
hundreds ofwar factories 
across the country, will 
employ many women in 
manufacturing jobs. 
Nationwide, about six million 
women who have never 
earned a paycheck take jobs, 
a third of them in heavy 
industry. About three of 
every four working women 
are older than 35, and more 
than half are married and 
have children. The federal 
government will spend $50 
million to open 3,100 child* 
care centers, but those are 
only enough to care for 
about 10 percent of 
American children. Soon, 
Americans will describe 
children home alone while 
parents are working as 
iatch-key kids,” 


) 


MAY 27 


Czech patriots shoot 
Reinhard Heydrich, Nazi 
coordinator of the Final 
Solution. He dies eight days 
later. In retaliation, the Nazis 
murder at least 3,000 Czechs 
and Jews, including all males 
in the village of Lidice, near 
Prague; women and most 
children are sent to death 
camps. 




| APRIL 20 


MAY 5 

Detroit restaurant owner, 
German immigrant and Nazi 
sympathizer Max Stephan is 
arrested for helping Luftwaffe 
POW Hans Peter Krug, who 
escaped from a compound near 

Toronto. Stephan is tried for 
treason and sentenced to death; 
Roosevelt commutes the 
penalty to life in prison, where 
Stephan dies in 1952. Krug, now 

72, lives in western Germany. 

! 

Sugar rationing begins in 
Detroit Each person is given 
half a pound a week. 


MAY 4 



Scores of sailors abandon the sinking carrier Lexington after it is hit by Japanese bombs during tbe 
battle of the Coral Sea. It is tbe first battle fought exclusively by carrier-based planes. 


MAY 6 


Corregidor, the Philippine 
island fortress, falls to Japan. 
It is tire last Allied bastion in 
the Philippines to surrender. 


May 14 


Congress forms the 
Women’s Army Auxiliary 
Corps, later changed to the 
Women’s 
Army Corps 
and called 
the WACs, 
ending 
public 
debate on 
whether to 
draft 
women. 

First lady 
Eleanor 
Roosevelt 
favored a draft; her husband 
didn’t No women are 
drafted, but more than 
400,000 will serve either as 
nurses in the WACs or in die 
Navy’s female unit, called the 
WAVEs, or as volunteer 
pilots ferrying bombers 
overseas. 



May 31 


In the largest bombing raid 
of the war so far, 1,250 
British planes drop 3,000 
tons of bombs on the 
German city of Cologne, 
killing 20,000 civilians. 


JUNE 1 


News of mass killings of 
Jews reaches western 
Europe. Reports appear in 
underground papers in 
Poland. Several 
eyewitnesses who escaped 
Nazi-occupied eastern 
Europe and made their way 
to neutral Sweden also tell 
Red Cross officials and 
journalists of the murders. 
One reports that 60,000 Jews 
had been killed in Lithuania 
in May, another tells of the 
Nazis' machine-gun 
slaughter of thousands of 
Jews near the village of 
Chelrano in north-central 
Poland. But western nations 
still are unaware of the death 
camps built specifically for 
killing people. 
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□ Manchuria 


JAPAN 


Hong Kong 


Bunnaa 


BORNEO 


HoflantSa 


NEW 

GUINEA 




THE WAR in the pacific 

After the devastating attack on Pearl 
Harbor, the U.S. Navy began the long, 
bloody campaign to take away the Pacific 
from Japan. 

As planes launched from aircraft carriers 
battled for control of the skies and seas, 
ships ferried troops thousands of miles 
across the ocean to fight the Japanese on 
one island after another. 

Slowly, the area of Japanese control was 
squeezed. With the dropping of atomic 
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 
August 1945, Japan surrendered. 


SOVIET UNION 






Key Battles And Campaigns 


S' J Tokyo: March 1945 

The most devastating air attacks 
of the war hit Tokyo in March 
1945, killing 83,000 and 
damaging nearly half the city 


□ Allied victory 
■ Japanese victory 


□ China 


Nagasaki. 

Okinawa 


IwoJima: Feb. 19- 
March 6,1945 

The capture of tiny Iwo 
Jima gave the Allies a 
rescue base for B29s 
striking Japanese cities. 




I TAIWAN 


Bataan 



iS South 


China 


Sea 

\ \ v** 

[LySIA O MALAYSi 

^ \ 

Y$ingapore 


Hiroshima: Aug. 6,1945 
Nagasaki: Aug. 9,1945 

The first atomic bomb used in war 
was dropped on the industrial city 
of Hiroshima, killing 80,000 people 
within seconds of the blast The 
bomb dropped on Nagasaki Jailed 
40,000 almost instantly 


Philippines 

The Philippines fell to Japan in 
early 1942. In October 1944, the 
Allies reinvaded the strategic 
stronghold, and recaptured it 
by the following year. 


Midway: 

June 4-6,1942 

The decisive battle 
established Allied 
air dominance in 
the Pacific, ended 
any threat to Hawaii 
or the U.S. 
mainland, crippled 
Japan's carrier fleet, 
and started the 
United States 
toward victory. 


Marianas-Guam: 

July 21-Aug. 10,1944 

Capture of the 
Marianas - Saipan, 
Tinian and Guam - in 
the summer of 1944 
gave the Allies air 
bases from which 
B29s could flv 
nonstop and bomb 
Japan. 


Hawaii 


Pearl Harbor. 

Dec. 7,1941 

The surprise Japanese 
attack on the main base 
of the U.S. Pacific Fleet 
killed 2,403 Americans 
and galvanized U.S. 
support for war. 


oOWake Island 


Marshal Islands, Kwajalein 


Tarawa 


iifteriands 


□Ne 
Indies 




05^ 


□Java Sea 


Pacific Ocean 


Staggering Casualties 


Troops swarming ashore often were met by blizzards 
of bullets. But the well-entrenched Japanese 
defenders sometimes waited until U.S. troops were 
on the beach before mounting counterattacks. Often, 
the Japanese fought to the death. Here are death 
tolls from just a few battles: 



Allied 

Japanese 

Guadalcanal 

1,500 

25,000 

IwoJima 

6,900 

21,000 

Saipan 

3,100 

27,000 

Guam 

1,400 

10.000 

Okinawa 

13,000 

125,000 


AUSTRALIA 


Coral Sea 


Coral Sea: 

May 4-8,1942 

The first battle 
fought exclusively by 
planes launched from 
ships, it transformed 
the nature of naval 
warfare. 


Guadalcanal: 

Ai& 7,1942-Feb. 8,1943 

The first U.S. offensive in 
the Pacific, it taught many 
lessons about amphibious 
and jungle warfare, and 
gave a psychological 
boost to U.S. forces. 

O 

FIJI 
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Q Allied victory 
□ Axis victory 


my already had seized Austria and 


Invasion of the Soviet Union: 
June 22,1941 

Hitler planned to quickly 
conquer the Soviet Union. His 
attack was costly, but initially 
successful. By December, the 
German army was in Moscow’s 
suburbs. But the Russian winter 
and a seemingly endless supply 
of Soviet troops stopped 
Germany a year later at 
Stalingrad. 


Battle of Britain: 

July-Oct 1940 

After France was conquered, 
Germany tried to bomb Great 
Britain into surrender. Almost 
daily air raids over London only 
stiffened English resolve. 
Germany suspended the attack 
after aircraft losses mounted. 
About 60,000 British civilians, 
most of them Londoners, were 
killed in bombing attacks. 


But Hitler’s juggernaut rolled on. German soldiers 
and tanks poured over Europe, crushing Belgium, the 
Netherlands and France by the summer of 1940- 
Then, between July and October, Germany tried - 
and failed - to bomb Britain into submission. 

In June 1941, Germany broke its nonaggression pact 
and invaded the Soviet Union. Hitler’s armies were on 
Moscow’s outskirts when Japan attacked Pearl Harbor 
on Dec. 7. When the United States declared war on 
Japan Hitler declared war on the United States, 

honoring a mutual defense treaty with Japan. 


sweeping 


FINLAND 


SWEDEN 


Leningrad 


ESTONIA 


DENMARK, 


GREAT 

BRITAIN 


Battle of the Atlantic: 

Sept 1939-May 1945 

German ships, especially 
submarines called U-boats, 
bedeviled transatlantic shipping 
that carried much-needed war 
supplies and equipment 


NETfl£^I^KDS S U 

d? Z> Hamburg 

judw'® Cologne i 

7 / V% GERMANY \ 


SOVIET UNION 


POLAND 


Warsaw 


Atlantic 

Ocean 


LUXEMBOURG 


The Bulge: Dec. 16-27,1944 

Germany mounted a major 
offensive to split Alhed armies 
in the Ardennes. Weather 
greatly aided the Germans, 
and the offensive inflicted 

heavy casualties on U.S. and 
British forces. But once skies 
cleared and Allied aircraft 
could bomb German troops, 
die attack failed. 


Dresden 


FRANCE 


D-Day, Normandy: 

June 6,1944 

The Allied invasion of Europe 
on the beaches of northwest 
France landed 150,000 troops 
in one day, 500,000 by the 
end of the first week. It was 
the greatest sea invasion in 
history with the largest 
armada - 4,400 ships - ever 


SWITZERLAND 


Stalingrad 


AUSTRIA 


Operation Cobra: 

July 23,1944 

The breakout from the 
Normandy beachfront had 
, taken more than six weeks to 
orchestrate, frustrating Allied 
leaders. But when Allied 
armies began moving east 
across France, they quickly 
overran German defenders. 
By Sept 1, die armies were 
poised to enter Germany. 


HUNGARY 


fTALY 


ROMANIA 


YUGOSLAVIA 


; assembled. 


Sicily and Italy: 

July 10,1943-May 2,1945 

The Italian campaign tied down 
many German divisions, 
depriving Hitier’s Russian front 
of reinforcements. 


Casablanca 


MOROCCO 


North Africa: 

Nov. 7,1942 - May 12,1943 

Control of North Africa was 
crucial because it allowed 
access to the oil-rich Middle 
East The Allied victory also 
gave a staging point for the 
invasion of Italy through Sicily. 


TUNISIA 


TURKEY 


ALGERIA 


Mediterranean 

Sea 


American bombers struck by day; anusn Domoers new w 
The targets included civilians in German cities as well as strategic 
areas, factories and munitions dumps. The hardest-hit cities 
included: 

Berlin' From November 1943 to March 1944,35 major air attacks were 
flown over Berlin. The death toll is not known, although it was likely not 

Colognef More than 1 loOO^planes bombed this western German city on 

Attack onFe, 13. 

H^b^gfKd 0 180 °tSs d About 45,000 killed in threeday attack, July 
24-26,1943. 


BAIamein 


SAUDI 

ARABLA 


TRANS¬ 

JORDAN 


EGYPT 
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An enormous air and sea 
battle begins near Midway 
Island. After four days, it 
becomes a major U.S, 
victory, signaling sea 
supremacy in (he Pacific 
Roosevelt calls Midway the 
most important allied victory 
so far Allies sink 17 
Japanese ships, including 
four aircraft carriers, kfll 
4,800 troops and shoot down 
275 planes. The U.S. losses: 
two ships, 300 men. At right, a 
Japanese bomb hits the 
Yorktown on the first day of 
die Battle of Midway The 
black smoke is U.S. anti¬ 
aircraft fire. A Japanese 
torpedo will sink the 
Yorktown on June 7. 


Aug. 18 


Canadian Army PFC George 
Kennedy writes his mother, 
Miriam, in Windsor. u My 
Dearest Mother. Just a line 
to let you know we are on 
board ship heading for 
France. We are making a 
raid at the crack of dawn 
tomorrow morning, and as 
you know some of us will not 
return. That is why 1 am 
writing this letter. 1 guess 
you could call it a farewell 
letter, because if you receive 
it, you will know I have been 
killed in action... Please don't 
take it too hard, Mother 
darling, just remember me as 
the son who died fighting for 
a great country, and that 
country is Canada. I know 
you will be proud of me, 
Mom, and you can be sure 
that if I do go, Ill go down 
fighting. I can go into this 
battle knowing that I can 
depend on my sisters to take 
care of the best mother in 
the world.... I guess this is it. 
Mom, so just before the battle. 
Mother, FDsay so long. Keep 
smiling, dear, as (hat is the way 
I would want it From one who 
loves you dearly...” 


June 25 


Dwight Eisenhower, 51, is 
named commander of allied 
ground forces in Europe and 
promoted to lieutenant 
(three-star) general. Two 
years earlier, Eisenhower 
was a lieutenant colonel 
planning retirement By 
December 1944, he will be a 
five-star general. 


July lO 


Medical experiments begin 
on 100 Jewish women at the 
Nazi death camp at Auschwitz 
in Poland, the first large-scale 
experiments on humans in 
concentration camps. 


AUG. 1 


The U.S. Coast Guard sinks 
a German submarine in the 
Gulf of Mexico near the 
mouth of the Mississippi 
River. 


Aug. 19 



July 22 


Nazis begin transporting 
Jews from Warsaw to the 
death camp atTreblinka, 60 
miles east In the next seven 
weeks, the Nazis will murder 
250,000 Jews, an average of 
5,100 people a day. 


Aug. 7 


The three-month battle for 
Guadalcanal in the Solomon 
Islands begins with key U.S. 
victories. It is the first major 
U.S. ground offensive. 


The BBC reports that Nazis 
have slain 700,000 Jews in 


Poland since the war began. 


July 25 


Police raid 120 homes in the 
Detroit area belonging to 
German and Italian aliens. 
The next day, 60 more 
homes are raided. Only one 
person is arrested, but the 
FBI confiscates aerial 
photographs, Nazi flags and 
literature. 181 cameras, 106 
short-wave radios, 73 firearms. 


L_ 


Aug. 1 o 


World Jewish Congress 
officials in Switzerland send 
telegrams to London and 
New York saying they have 
discovered the German 
plans to exterminate all of 
Europe's Jews. Although 
U.S. authorities realize Jews 
are being murdered, they 
don't know that the plan is in 
full effect 



Nearly 5,000 Canadian and 
1,000 British troops raid 
Dieppe, a French port 65 miles 
across the channel from 
England. It's a disaster. 2,000 
soldiers are taken prisoner. 
Nearly 1,000 Canadians - 
including George Kennedy - 
are killed, several from 
Windsor's Essex Scottish 
regiment Windsor is stunned; 


some families lose several sons. 
Windsor names its waterfront 
park after the battle. Military 
experts later say Dieppe was a 
needless action. But many 
historians agree that Allied 
commanders learn a valuable, if 
costly, lesson in organizing 
communications, air support 
and naval gunfire that will pay 
off during the D-Day invasion. 
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The political leaders 


Franklin D. Roosevelt 

■ Role and background: U.S. 
president during most of World 
WarIL The Democrat was in his 
third term when America entered 
the war and was reelected in 
1944 to a fourth term. No other 
president has served more than 
two terms. 

■ Historians say: Was widely 
popular for leading the United 
States out of the Great 
Depression before the war 
Generally ranks with Abraham 
Lincoln and George Washington 
as America’s greatest presidents. 
Given high marks for his 
handling of the economy and the 
war. 

■ Fate: Died April 12,1945, 
shortly before the war in Europe 
ended, at age 63. Most of his 
fourth term was filed out by Vice 
President Harry S Truman, 

Harry S Truman 

■ Role and background: 
Succeeded Roosevelt Had been a 
Democratic senator from 
Missouri before becoming vice 
president 

■ Historians say: Biggest 
decision was to drop two atomic 
bombs on Japan, which probably 
shortened the waj; and saved 
thousands of American lives. 

Given high marks for ending 
segregation in the military and for 
helping Europe and Japan to 
rebuild after die war 

» Fate: Narrowly was elected in 
1948, then freed military and 
political challenges from the Soviets 
in Berlin and communists in Korea. 
Fired Gen Douglas MacArthur in a 
policy dispute over the Korean War. 
Retired rather than run for re- 
election in 1952. Died Dec 26,1972, 
at age 88. 

Winston S. Churchill 

■ Role and background: Great 
Britain’s prime minister through 
much of the war. Elected in May 
1940, eight months into the war 
and just before Germany began to 
bomb London. 

a Historians say: May have been 
Britain’s greatest modem leader. 
Had a keen grasp of military 
tactics, also was a great 
communicator who skillfully 
rallied the British and clearly 
defined the evil that Hitler 
represented. His tribute to the 
heroic British fighter pilots who 
staved off the German air assault 
was vintage Churchill: "Never in 
the field of human conflict was so 
much owed by so many to so few," 

■ Fate: Replaced as prime minister 
by Clement Attlee a month before- 
Japan’s surrender when his 
Conservative party lost control of 
Parliament Wrote several books 
abou t the war before his death on 
Jan. 24,1965, at age 9L 


Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin, left, and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, right, flank President 
Franklin D, Roosevelt at the first meeting of die Big Three in Tehran, Iran, in late November 1943. 

Adolf Hitler 


■ Role and background: Fuhrer 
(absolute mler) of Germany. A 
corporal in the German army in 
World War I, he rose to 
prominence in the Nazi party in 
the early 1920s. Gained power 
through cunning and violence, 
promised Germans peace and 
prosperity and preached hatred 
against Jews. 

b Historians say: Was the person 
most responsible for World War 
H A masterful propagandist, 
widely popular in Germany. Had 
he listened to his generals, might 
have conquered Europe 
a Fate: Committed suicide as 
Allied soldiers closed in on 
Berlin, April 30,1945, at age 56. 

Joseph Stalin 

■ Role and background: Premier 
of the Soviet Union beginning in 
1924 and throughout the war. 

a Historians say; A ruthless 
dictator. Was responsible for 
Ming millions of Soviet citizens 
in purges throughout the 1930s. 
Wanted Soviet-style communisrfi 
to rule the world. Under his rule, 
the Soviet people fought bravely 
during World War 0, suffering 
more than 27 million deaths, 
more than any other country 
Stalin now viewed with disdain in 
the Soviet Union. 

« Fate: Ruled the Soviet Union 


Adolf Hitler and Hideki Tojo, below. 


and controlled the governments 
of Eastern Europe until his death 
March 5,1953, at age 74. 

Hideki Tojo 

■ Role and background: Prime 
minister of Japan from October 
1941 until July 1944. Had been 
war minister before appointment 
as prime minister; held rank of 
general. 

v Historians say: Favored strict 
military control of Japan, Never 
developed a popular following. 
Biggest mistake was in 


underestimating U.S. resolve; he 
believed Americans lacked the 
will to fight 

■ Fate; Resigned in 1944 after 
numerous defeats at American 
hands eroded his political power 
in Japan’s governing war council. 
Tried to shoot himself several 
days after Japan surrendered. 
Was hanged Dec. 23,1948, at age 
64, after being convicted of war 
crimes, 

U.S. military leaders 

Dwight D. (Ike) 
Elsenhower 

a Role and background: U.S. 
Army general. Was obscure 
lieutenant colonel contemplating 
retirement in 1940. In next four 
years, rose to rank of five-star 
general. As Supreme Allied 
Commander, oversaw Allies’ 
three million troops in Europe 
during the war. 
b Historians say: Skillful at 
balancing military and political 
egos, coordinating supply lines 
and soldiers. Thorough analyst of 
all aspects of a military operation. 
Also an inspiring leader, 
forthrightly accepting full 
responsibility for all decisions. 
Arguably most beloved American 
general in the war. 

■ Fate: As early as 1944, was 
much talked about as a 
presidential candidate. Wooed by 
both Democrats and 
Republicans, he easily won two 
presidential elections as a 
Republican in 1952 and 1956. 

Died March 28,1969, at age 78. 

Douglas MacArthur 

■ Role and background: U.S. 
Army general, served as 
Supreme Commander of Allied 
forces in the southwest Pacific. 

■ Historians say: A brilliant 
warrior, fearless and flamboyant 
Deserves high marks for his 
“island-hopping" strategy of 
attacking the Japanese at weaker 
points. Skillful self-promoter who 
made sure 
the 

American 
people knew 
of his 

triumphs by 
having 

record his 
feats. 

Successfully 
helped 
Japan 

rebuild after the war, and the 
Japanese grew genuinely fond of 
him. 

■ Fate: Led United Nations 
troops in Korea until he wanted 
to use atomic weapons against 
China and Truman fired him. 
MacArthur died on April 5.1964, 
at age 84. 
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Sept. 2 


The epic batUe 
of Stalingrad 
begins. Soviet 
dictatorjoseph 
Stalin orders 
his 

commanders to 
save the city at 
any cost Hitler 
orders his 
generals to 
capture the city 
at any cost The 
battle will last 
five months, 
and the costs 
will be 

enormous. At 
right Soviet 
women leave a 
bomb shelter 
in Stalingrad on 
Nov. 17. The 
next day, the 
Germans will 
launch a major 
offensive that 
almost 
captures the 
city. 


NOV. 7 


Operation Torch begins to 
free North Africa, the first 
major battle for U.S. soldiers 
in the west From a 
command post at Gibraltar, 
Eisenhower directs the 
assault which includes 
landings in Morocco and 
Algeria 


NOV. 18 


The battle for Stalingrad 
reaches a crucial point as 
the German army nearly 
captures the city But 
Stanlingrad stands in what 
becomes one of the war’s 
fiercest battles. From this 
point as the winter weather 
intensifies, the Soviets begin 
to regain ground and the 
German armies begin a 
defensive war. 


Dec. 1 


Nationwide gasoline 
rationing limits most 
motorists to 4 gallons a 
week; cars rarely get more 
than 10 miles per gallon. 
Gasoline is rationed mostly 
to save rubber on tires. The 
speed limit is 35 ra.ph. 


Dec. 2 


The nuclear age begins in a 
makeshift laboratory under 
the University of Chicago 
football stadium. Physicist 
Enrico Fermi proves that a 
nuclear chain reaction is 
possible and can unleash 
enormous energy. He and 
other physicists leam the key 
to weaponry that will affect 
international relations for the 
rest of the 20th Century. It is 
a major breakthrough for the 
top-secret Manhattan Project, 
now gearing up in Oak 
Ridge, Term, 




Sept. 1 8 


Roosevelt visits Detroit as 
part of an unpublitized 
nationwide tour of war 
plants. Thousands see the 
president in Warren and at 
Willow Run. But the press 
doesn’t cover it, voluntarily 
bowing to a White House 
request because of security 
reasons. The visit becomes 
public Oct 2 when 
newspapers wryly comment 
it was hardly a secret trip 
when thousands of workers 
saw the president 


Sept. 23 


U.S. establishes top-secret 
Manhattan Project to 
develop nuclear weapons. 
The budget $2 billion, or 
roughly §16 billion in 1991 
dollars. In weeks, Germany 
and Japan will reach their 
greatest military domination, 
with Germany controlling 
nearly all of Europe and 
North Africa; Japan wfll 
dominate most of China, 
southeast Asia and hundreds 
of Pacific islands. 


Oct. 23 


Battle of El Alamein, about 
300 miles west of Cairo, 
Egypt, begins. It becomes a 
major victory by the British 
over German Field Marshal 
Erwin Rommel. 


NOV. 6 


The first group of Women 
Airforce Service Mots - 
WASPs - begins training in 
Houston. The pilots will 
ferry troops, planes and 
supplies on stateside routes 
because male pilots are 
needed for combat 
Jacqueline Cochran forms 
the group after military 
leaders approve a female air 
corps. The WASPs won’t be 
granted military rank. 
They’re paid $150 a month, 
but receive no veterans 
benefits. More than 1,200 
women become WASPs; 30 
will be killed in aircraft 
accidents. WASP units 
include one at Romulus to 
ferry B24 bombers made at 
Willow Run. 


Coffee rationing begins, but 
only lasts eight months. 

Supplies are short in part 
because the military has priority 


and German U-boats are 
sinking many ships carrying 
coffee. In eight months, the U- 
boat threat will have subsided. 
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Dec. 1 8 


Ration czar Leon Henderson 
resigns. As first head of the 
Office of Price 
Administration, he rationed 
food and products with a 
reformer’s zeal. But that zeal 
ran smack into Americans’ 
desire, botded up by the 
Great Depression of the 30s, 
to spend and acquire. In the 
coming year, many 
Americans will ignore 
complicated color-coded 
ration stamps and shop on 
the black market, where 
restricted goods are sold at 
huge markups. The biggest 
items: gasoline and meat 
Although real hardship 
befalls many families whose 
relatives are killed or 
wounded, the war will be 
much less demanding for 
most No planes will bomb 
American cities. No armies 
will battle on American soil. 
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April 1 8 


Polish Jews in the Warsaw ghetto begin a monthlong uprising, attaching and killing 300 German 
soldiers when Nazi agents try to send more Jews to death camps. German retaliation is swift and 
brutal: 7 000 Jews are killed, many executed on the street or burned alive when Nazis set the 
ghetto afire. Another 7,000 are taken to Treblinka and murdered. Here, Nazis round up Jews. 
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1943 


With unimaginable savagery, 
the Naas press ahead with 
the Final Solution: In 
Opoczno, Poland, Nazis tell 
Jews they can move to 
Palestine at government 
expense if they have 
relatives there Some 500 
come forward. They are sent 
to the Treblinka death camp. 
Two weeks later, German 
soldiers enter the W r arsaw 
ghetto, kill 600 jews and 
send 6,000 to Treblinka At 
four Nazi death camps in 
Yugoslavia in early January, 
more than 30,000 Jews are 
starved or shot dead. Such 
roundups and slaughter will 
occur virtually every day all 
year long in villages across 
eastern Europe. 


Heinrich Himmler receives 
an accounting of items taken 
from people murdered at 
Auschwitz so far It includes 
155,000 women’s coats, 
three tons of women's hair 
and 22,000 pairs of children's 
shoes. 


MARCH 29 


United States begins 
rationing meat, cheese and 
butter. Canned goods 
rationing began earlier in the 
month. 


Jan. 26 


At Casablanca in Morocco, 
Roosevelt holds a secret war¬ 
planning meeting with 
British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill. One 
decision: The Allies will 
accept only unconditional 
surrender from Germany. 
After the war, experts will 
debate it If Germany had a 
face-saving way out some 
believe, the war might have 
ended with an armistice. 
Others disagree, saying 
Hitler needed to be driven 
from power. 


Feb. 2 


Soviets defeat Germans at 
Stalingrad, ending a five-month 
siege. In the last days of battle, 
more than 300,000Axis 
soldiers are killed; 90,000 are 
captured, including 23 
generals and a field marshal 
The blood of thousands of 
German soldiers is frozen on 
Stalingrad streets, but Hitler is 
furious the soldiers didn't fight 
until death, or commit suicide. 


MARCH 29 


A captured U.S. flier is 
executed by the Japanese on 
New Guinea. From the diary 
of a Japanese soldier. “I 
glance at the prisoner and he 
seems prepared. He gazes at 
the grass, the mountains and 
the sea. At the execution 
ground... the prisoner is 
made to sit on the edge of a 
water-filled bomb crater. The 
commander draws his sword. 
... the sight of the glittering 
blade sends cold shivers 
down toe spine. At first he 
touches toe prisoner’s neck 
lightly with toe sword. Then 
he raises it overhead. His 
arm muscles bulge. The 
prisoner doses his eyes for a 
second and at once toe 
sword sweeps down. Shhhh. 
Sounds at first like toe noise 
of cutting but it is actually 
made by toe blood spurting 
from toe arteries. The body 
fells forward. Shhhh. Shhhh. 
Dark blood gushes from toe 
trunk. All is over. There lies 
the head like a white doll. 

The wind blows mournfully 
and the scene prints itself on 
my mind." 
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APRIL 12 


German 
soldiers find 
the bodies of 
4,100 Polish 
officer in a 
masi grave in 
th j Katyn 
’ orest in 
eastern 
Poland. The 
Germans say 
the Soviets 
killed the 
Poles. Nazi 
lies, the 
Soviets 
charge; 

American 
commentators 
agree. In 1990, 
the Soviets 
admit the 1940 
slaughter. In 
all, at least 
15,000 Polish 
officers were 
executed. 

Captured by 

the Germans, the Poles were Nazi officers stand near huge 
delivered to the Soviets, who grave they found containing the 

had agreed by treaty to divvy up bodies of thousands of Polish 

Poland. That treaty was officers, 

rendered moot when Germany 
attacked the Soviets in 1941. 
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APRIL 17 


Civil rights leader Bayard 
Rustin and 75 Detroiters visit 
several restaurants and 
public places to check on 
discrimination. Race 
relations are tense as 
thousands of Southern 
whites and blacks stream 
into toe city for war jobs. 
There is not enough 
housing, and Detroit officials 
refuse to integrate public 
housing. 


APRIL 1 8 


Japan’s top military leader. 
Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, 
is killed when U.S. pilots 
shoot down his bomber over 
toe Solomon Islands. 
Revealed after toe war The 
United States was able to 
target him after breaking a 
Japanese code. Navy Capt 
and Detroiter Tom Lanphier, 
27, shot down Yamamoto’s 
plane: “It looked like toe 
whole sky was flame and 
death,” he told toe Free 
Press. Lanphier later is 
awarded the Navy Cross. 
















































































































May 24 



Dr Josef Mengde 
arrives at Auschwitz 
as camp physician. 
Each day, he and his 
staff, as shown here, 
review trainJoads of 
arriving Jews. With 
the flick of a thumb he 
decides who is sent to 
the gas chamber, who 
is held for slave 
labor, who is used 
for experiments. He 
injects prisoners 
with chemicals and 
drugs to watch 
reactions. He places 
twin children in 
cages, injecting each 
with lethal doses of 
drugs to see which 
dies first After the 
war, Mengele, 
dubbed the Angel of 
Death, is never 
found. Some believe 
he died peacefully in 
South America, or 
accidentally 
drowned in Brazil in 
the late 1970s. 




MAY 12 


MAY 12 


American soldiers march captured Italian troops in Tunisia in 
ipril 1943. 


Allies declare North Africa 
liberated, six months after 
Operation Torch begins. More 
than 620,000 Axis soldiers - 
one-third German - are killed or 


captured. Allied casualties are 
heavy, too: about 260,000 killed 
or captured, including 18,500 
Americans. 


Churchill and Roosevelt plan 
war strategy in Washington. 
The next target Sicily, then 
mainland Italy. The principal 
invasion of western Europe 
rail be May 1,1944, weather 
permitting. Four sites 
prevail: The Yugoslav coast 
on the Adriatic, Norway, the 
Mediterranean coast of 
France, or across the 
English Channel in France. 


May 24 


Reeling from heavy 
submarine losses, German 
admirals order U-boats away 
from Allied convoys. In the 
first three weeks of May, 32 
U-boats are sunk. The U- 
boats will continue to pester 
convoys, but the Allies have 
won the battle for the 
Atlantic. Between May and 
September, 62 convoys cross 
die North Atlantic safely. By 
the end of the war, 781U- 
boats will have been 
destroyed, 32,000 German 
sailors killed. But U-boats 
sink 2,575 vessels. 


JUNE 3 


White workers in Detroit 
strike for three days at 
Packard Motor war plants 
because three blacks are 
hired to work next to them. 
Thurgood Marshall, the 
NAACP attorney who visits 
Detroit, charges that the Ku 
Klux Klan and Nazi agents 
are promoting race hatred. 


MAY 1 


An American B17 bomber is 
shot up during a bombing 
run over France; three 
crewmen bail out, and the 
remaining six appear 
doomed. But Sgt Maynard 
Smith, 32, from Caro, Mich., 
puts out the fires on board, 
dumps explosive ammunition 
cases, tends to a wounded 
comrade and fires a machine 
gun at several of the 50 
attacking German fighters. 
His heroism saves the crew, 
and Smith becomes the first 
living soldier in Europe to be 
awarded the Medal of Honor. 
He lives until 1984. 


MAY 6 


Himmler gets another 90-day 
report from the death camps 
on items taken from 
murdered Jews: 127,000 
watches, 25,000 fountain 
pens, 14,000 pairs of 
scissors. 
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At 10 p.m on the bridge to 
Belle Isle, thousands of 
people are heading home 
after Sunday outings, A fight 
erupts between blacks and 
whites walking in the crowd 
of people crossing the 
bridge. For weeks in Detroit, 
tension between blacks and 
whites has been growing. 
Among the reasons: 
widespread discrimination 
against blacks in housing, 
hiring and working 
conditions at factories. As 
word of the brawl spreads 
through the lower east side, 
an excited man enters a club 
in the black entertainment 
district near Paradise Valley, 
just east of Grand Circus 
Park and says whites threw a 
black woman and her child 
over the bridge. The false 
story triggers outrage as 
patrons spill onto the street 
and begin attacking symbols 
of white authority. Less than 
a mile away, whites hear 
reports of blacks looting and 
burning stores and begin 
attacking blacks along 
Woodward Avenue. 


A rioter chases a man on Detroit's lower east side. Thirty-four people would die in the three days of rioting. 


* 


June 21 


Rioting continues. Police 
prevent reporters from 
covering police action in 
black neighborhoods. But 
along Woodward Avenue in 
the area by Orchestra Hall, 
Free Press reporters watch 
whites attack blacks and 
publish this account “A 
crowd of white men, mostly 
youths, ranged up and down 
Woodward attacking every 
Negro man they could catch. 
... At least a half-dozen cars 
driven by Negroes were 
turned over and burned.... 
Rioters ranged through the 
alleys looking for stones and 
pieces of metal which they 
threw at Negroes’ cars. ... 
Such an attack was made on 
a Negro soldier who had a 
Negro girl with him. A rioter 
standing less than 10 feet 
from the car hurled a large 
stone through the open front 
window. The car sped away, 
however, with members of 
the mob on foot in hot 
pursuit” At 6 p.m., Michigan 
Gov. Harry Kefly orders 
martial law in Detroit The 
Army moves in by 10 pjn. 


JUNE 22 


The riot is quelled, but not 
before 34 people are killed, 
25 of them black, and more 
than 450 people are injured. 
Blacks and whites are jailed 
and fined. Many of the dead 
were bystanders watching 
the melees. Some were shot 
by snipers. Post-riot studies 
and pronouncements by 
white government officials 
pander to the racism of the 
times: Riot violence is blamed 
on black leaders, and white 
rioters are dismissed as 
troublemakers and moral 
degenerates who are mostly 
from the South. The study 
considered to be most 
reliable said white rioters 
respect authority but came 
from backgrounds where 
parents taught racism Black 
leaders charge Detroit police 
with brutality. Army Brig. Gen. 
William Guther, in chaige of 
troops in Detroit to quell the 
riot, concurs: Detroits nearly 
all-white force of3,400 officers 
had “been very harsh and 
brutal... They have treated the 
Negroes terribly,” he says. 
‘They have gone altogether 
too for” 


July 5 


The greatest tank battle in 
history begins in the Soviet 
Union, 200 miles east of 
Kiev. Soviet and German 
armies square off in two 
places along a 200-mile front 
More than two million men 
and 6,000 tanks will battle for 
nearly two weeks before the 
battered Germans retreat 
More than 70,000 German 
soldiers are killed, 3,000 
tanks destroyed. The Soviets 
lose most of their tanks, too, 
and more men and other 
equipment But with 
hundreds of thousands of 
reserves and many newly 
acquired U.S. tanks, 
momentum is with the 
Soviet army as it doggedly 
pursues the Germans west 


July io 


More than 
160,000 Allied 
soldiers invade 
Sicily against 
400,000 Axis 
troops, defying 
military 
guidelines for 
assaults: The 
ratio should be 3- 
1 in favor of the 
invaders. But 
more than 
300,000 of the 
Axis troops are 
Italian soldiers, 
many at heart 
unwilling to die 
for Hitler or their own dictator, 
Benito Mussolini. They 
surrender in droves. Retreating 
German forces put up a strong 
fight, but by Aug. 17, the island 



falls. Above: An Italian refugee, 
in a picture taken nearly a year 
later near Rome, savors her 
bread. 


JULY 14 


An Army captain in Sicily 
orders 36 Italian POWs shot 
dead. Hours later, a sergeant 
stops a column of 48 POWs he 
is marching to a prison camp 


and mows them down with 
machine guns. Each soldier is 
ordered court-martialed. The 
captain is killed in action; the 
sergeant is given a year in prisoa 
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JULY 15 


While on a scouting mission, 
Pvt Eddie Borycz, who 
attended Detroit's Cass 
Tech, and fellow commando 
A1 Gripstein of Boston enter 
the Sicilian town of 
Agrigento, mistakenly 
believing 
i U.S, forces 
had secured 
the area 
Instead, 

6,000 enemy 
troops, 
mostly 
Italian, 
occupy the 
town. 

Boiycz tells 
Gripstein, 

“There's only one thing for 
us to do: act tough." The duo 
orders the Italians to 
surrender their weapons, 
then move down a road 
toward U.S. lines. The bluff 
works. The Italians believe 
U.S. troops surround the 
area, and that bombers will 
level the town. A day later, 
American soldiers enter 
Agrigento and find Borycz 
sitting on top of an Italian 
tank. 



AUG. 2 


For several weeks, on 
Himmler's orders, squads of 
slave laborers in eastern 
Europe have been digging 
up remains of Jews and 
others murdered by Nazi 
death squads. Himmler 
wants the evidence 
destroyed in case Germany 
loses the war The bodies 
are transported to furnaces 
or makeshift crematoriums. 
On this day near Tfeblinka, 
700 Jews on such a slave 
labor detail revolt Some 500 
are shot dead; the rest 
escape but are hunted down 
and killed. The grotesque 
cover-up effort will continue 
throughout the war. 


Aug. 25 




Bob Hope, shown here hamming for the troops in a late 1944 picture, plays his biggest troop 
audience to date on Aug, 25 when 19,000 GIs jam into a Sicilian gully. So for, the 40-year-old 
Hope has given 250 shows in 11 weeks. In some places, he and Us troupe have to dive for cover 
during the show because of air attacks. Hope tried to enlist three times, but was rejected. He’s glib, 
and an ad fib whiz. When a moth disrupts a monologue, Hope quips, ‘These Navy pilots can fly 
anything.” Hope will continue to entertain U.S, troops through wars in Korea, Vietnam and the 
Persian Gulf. 



J U LY 24 


Mussolini, Italy's fascist 
dictator since 1922 and 
Hitler's main ally, is toppled. 
The war-weaiy Italians, 
enemies of toe Germans in 
World War I, fear the Nazi 
armies on their soil will lead 
to destruction of their cities. 
Italy officially surrenders in 
early September. 


Aug. 9 


July 26 


British bombers in three days 
of raids on the German city of 
Hamburg kffl 44,0<X) civilians, 
destroy 35,000 buildings and 
leave 800,000 homeless. Huge 
sections of the industrial city 
are incinerated in what 
becomes known as a firestorm 
bombing. The 2,400 tons of 
bombs, designed to weaken 
morale and destroy 
production, actually harden the 
people. Weeks later, German 
war production exceeds pre¬ 
bombing levels. The raid kills 
nearly as many Germans as all 
the German bombing raids on 
Britain, which kffled 60,000 
civilians in six years. 



. I'd start operating on 'em with cold steel., 
They just couldn't toke that. Grip and Lal- 
ways worked that way. 


Combat in Sicily continues, and 
so does Eddie Borycz’s 
heroism. In a battle near 
Messina, he rescues four 
wounded soldiers pinned by 
enemy fire. But while Boiycz 
crouches over a fifth soldier and 
is dressing a head wound, a 
German shell explodes and rips 
a hole in his back. It is the 
eighth time Borycz has been 
wounded in 10 months of 
combat It’s also the last time. 
Borycz is sent to Walter Reed 


Hospital in Washington, D.C., 
to recover. His heroism, 
including the capture of 6,000 
soldiers, is retold in an issue of 
War Heroes, a comic book. 
Indestructible Eddie Borycz, 
file comic book says. His 
nickname: Coldsteel. Now 71 
and a retired body engineer for 
Ford Motor Co., where he 
worked from 1955 to 1986, 
Borycz lives in West Bloomfield 
Township with his wife, Millie. 


AUG. 1 O 


U.S. Gen. George Patton 
visits troops in an Army field 
hospital in Sicily. He stops by 
a man who is seated and 
shaking. “And what 
happened to 
your he 
asks. “It’s 
my nerves, 
sir,"the 
soldier 
replies, 
crying. “I 
can’t stand 
the shelling 
anymore.” 

“Your 
nerves, 

hell!” Patton yefls.“You’re 
just a goddamned coward." 
Patton slaps him, curses him 
again, slaps him again, this 
time with a glove, turns to 
the doctor in charge and 
shouts: “I won’t have the 
hospitals cluttered up with 
sons-of-bitehes who haven’t 
got the guts to fight” When 
told of toe incident, 
Eisenhower is 
furious.“Despicable,” he 
says. Patton later apologizes 
to toe soldier, toe hospital 
staff and his officer corps. 


AUG. 24 


FBI agents arrest six people 
in Detroit as Nazi spies. All 
but one are convicted and 
sentenced to prison terms. 



Patton 


Sept. 3 


Allied forces invade Italy at the 
country's toe, across the 
channel from Messina, Sicily. 
Another landing six days later 
at Salerno places two Allied 
armies in Italy. The German 
resistance is intense and 
effective, but the Allies secure 
a beachhead and begin to 
move inland. The cost 15,000 
Allied casualties. The Germans 
sustain 8,000 casualties. 


Sept. 8. 


Italy surrenders. Within 
days, it turns its fleet over to 
toe allies, and declares war 
on Germany on Oct 13. But 
toe German army in Italy is 
formidable, and it will be nine 
months before Rome Ms. 
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Sept. 26 


First troops of a U.S. Army 
combat unit of Japanese 
Americans land near 
Salerno. Their motto: 
Remember Pearl Harbor, 
They are led by non- 
Japanese-American officers. 
In die months they will fight 
in Europe, no other U.S. unit 
will amass as many medals 
for heroism. Days before the 
war ends, while attacking a 
hill in Germany, LL Daniel 
Inouye is gravely wounded 
when his right arm is blown 
off by a grenade. Inouye 
becomes a U.S. senator from 
Hawaii 


O ' ■ 

OCT. <L 


White America has denied 
blacks a productive role in 
the war, Howard University 
President Dr. Mordecai 
Johnson says in a speech to 
3,000 Detroiters. In late 

1943, the segregated military 
has about 80,000 black 
troops stationed overseas, 
most in service roles such as 
truck driving and ship 
unloading. In 1944, two black 
combat divisions will be 
formed and a black tank 
battalion, the 761st, serves 
with distinction in Patton's 
3rd Army. “I would never 
have asked for you if you 
weren't good," Patton tells 
those troops. *1 don't care 
what color you are, so long 
as you kill those Kraut sons- 
of-bitdies." At right, a black 
GI stands guard over a 
prisoner of war camp 
somewhere in France in late 

1944. 





NOV. 24 


r 


Allied bombers attack Berlin 
with 2,300 tons of bombs, 
beginning a tlvree-month’ 
bombardment that wffl 
destroy most of the dty, 
killing thousands of the 4.3 
million residents. U.S. 
bombers attack dining 
daylight, the British at night 
U.S. doctrine favors daylight 
accuracy to nighttime 
security. The initial raids 
wreck Hitler’s headquarters, 
his private train named 
Amerika, several other 
landmarks and the Berlin 
Zoo. Elephants and other 
animal s roam Berlin streets. 


NOV. 25 


Detroit’s annual Hudson’s 
Thanksgiving Day parade is 
canceled because of the war. 
There is also a shortage of 
turkey, used heavily in 
military meals. Many 
Detroiters feast on chicken, 
goose or duck. The Salvation 
Army serves indigents 
venison instead of turkey. 


Sept. 30 


Naples fells. Following 
several days of fighting 
between Neapolitan and 
German soldiers, the U.S. 

5th Army enters the city. It is 
the biggest Allied conquest 
so fer. But the rapid pace 
Allied armies have set since 
North Africa will slow 
dramatically as armies push 
north toward Rome. Fighting 
through the mountainous 
regions along the western 
Italian coast is ponderous 
and deadly. Modem armies 
traverse roads carved by 
legions of the Roman Empire 
- and often have to use pack 
animals, much as soldiers 
did 2,000 years earlier, to 
ferry weapons through 
mountain passes. 


Oct. 7 


Japanese soldiers execute 
about 100 U.S. troops held 
prisoner on Wake Island. 
There are frequent reports 
about American POWs 
being executed. Many 
soldiers are beheaded. The 
brutality of war walks a two- 
way street In sea battles, 
U.S. troops routinely shoot 
Japanese sailors as they 
swim from damaged ships. 
U.S. commanders say the 
Japanese continue to fight if 
American soldiers try to help 
them, so they must be killed. 


Nov. 1 9 


Deer hunters, often five or six 
to a car, pool their weekly gas 
rations and swarm to northern 
Michigan. The government 
has urged hunters to stay 
home and conserve gasoline. 
The hunters argue that the 
deer kill will ease a meat 
shortage. 


NOV. 20 


Marines invade Tarawa in 
the Gilbert Islands. The 
death toll is huge: In three 
vicious days of fighting, 

1,026 marines are killed and 
2,557 wounded. Japanese 
forces are annihilated - only 
17 of 4,000 survive. Attacking 
marines faced their bloodiest 
battle to date in the war. 




Oct. 23 


Sept. 30 


Seven thousand Danish Jews 
are brought to neutral 
Sweden by Danish 
fishermen in hundreds of 
small boats. The Swedes are 
giving refuge as word of 
Nazi atrocities spreads. 


Hundreds of women 
prisoners at Auschwitz 
revolt As they are ordered 
to strip - so guards can take 
jewelry from victims before 
gassing them - one woman 
grabs a guard’s pistol, shoots 
and kills him. Other women 
attack the guards. Soon 
overpowered, the women are 
taken from a holding barracks 
and shot 



At Tarawa, Marine CpL Robert 
Lehnert, a graduate of Detroit’s 
Redford High, is wading ashore 
when he sees about 150 
marines trapped under a 
burning 80-foot-long pier. It’s 
night and the marines remain 
still because the blazing pier 
would light their movements for 
Japanese snipers. Lehnert and 
another marine slog toward the 
pier and urge them to move on 
because the Japanese probably 
will bomb the pier in the 
morning. Using only their 
helmets, die men splash water 
on the burning timbers until it’s 
safe to head for shore. The next 


Lehnert 


morning, 
the 

Japanese 
bomb die 
pier. 

Eyewitness 
accounts 
suggested 

Lehnert should have received a 
Distinguished Service Cross for 
his bravery, but Lehnert never 
filled out the necessary paper¬ 
work. T just wanted to get out 
of there. I didn’t care about the 
awards. I wanted to come 
home.” Now 71, Lehnert is a 
retired products engineer and 
lives on Detroit’s west side. 


DEC. 31 


Nazi soldiers herd 59 
villagers in Kaipiowka, a 
Polish town 220 miles south 
of Warsaw, into a granary, 
lock the doors and torch fee 
building. The villagers had 
refused to obey a German 
commander's orders. This 
brutality rains down daily on 
civilians across German- 
occupied Europe. 
Sometimes the Nazis kill 
because their orders are 
refused; other times they are 
retaliating against sabotage. 
The Nazis also are 
slaughtering prisoners of 
war, especially Soviet POWs. 
Often they are lined up near 
pits, then mowed down by 
machine guns and buried, 
sometimes alive. 
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JAN. 1 


Detroit leads the nation in 
war production during 1943, 
landing $14 billion worth of 
contracts, about 10 percent 
of U.S. war spending. 
Around 610,000 people work 
in Detroit area factories 
producing war materiel, 

fepm tanks to mesa kits. 
Thanks in part to plentiful 
jobs, Detroit’s tri-county 
population swells to about 
2.7 million, up 300,000 from 
1940. 


Jan. 30 


Three million Jews have 
been murdered in Nazi 
death camps, U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Frank Murphy 
tells the country Roosevelt 
appoints Murphy, a former 
Detroit mayor and Michigan 
governor, head of the 
National Committee Against 
Nazi Persecution and 
Extermination of the Jews. 
Muiphy says four million 
Jews still threatened in 
Europe need to be rescued. 
But it's too late: Most Jews in 
eastern Europe already have 
been murdered. The United 
States and Great Britain 
could have rescued Jews at 
the outset of the war, but 
both refused to alter their 
restrictive immigration 
quotas. 



The United States invades the Marshall Islands and, in a three-week campaign, takes its first 
Japanese territory. The attack is part of the U.S. island-hopping strategy, in which weak links in 
Japanese-held Pacific island chains are attacked. The purpose is to establish an air base dose 
enough for strategic bombers to hit Japan. 



. 22 


Holding 
his baby 
brother, an 
Italian boy 
chats with 
a Glat 
Anzio. 



Feb. 15 


Allied 
bombers 
blast the 
cenhiriesold 
Benedictine 
monastery at 
Monte 
Cassinoto 
rubble. Some 
Allied 

commanders 
thought the 
fortress-like 
compound on 
the route to 

Rome housed German soldiers, 
but the bombs kill 200 villagers 
hiding in monastery buildings. 
The Allies quickly realize their 
mistake. Compounding the 
problem, German troops occupy 



the ruins after the bombing. As 
rubble, the ruins are more 
defendable, and more than 
2,000 Allied soldiers will be 
Idled before the monastery is 
captured in mid-May, 


Feb. 28 


Willow Run workers reach 
Henry Ford’s goal of 
producing a bomber an 
hour. Ford will make more 
B24 bombers in the first 
three months of 1944 than it 
had the two previous years. 


Facing little resistance, 50,000 
Allied troops land at Anzio in 
western Italy, 40 miles south of 
Rome. Instead of rapidly 
advancing, commanders pause 
to add soldiers and supplies. 


The Germans counterattack 
and pummel Allied forces until 
May, when the U.S. 5th Array 
breaks through the German 
defense line dividing Italy near 
Anzio and frees the beachhead. 


FEB. 20 


A week of massive Allied 
bombing raids begins on 
German cities and factory and 
transportation installations. 
Some 2,600 Allied airmen are 
killed, wounded or captured. 
Extensive damage to German 


factories only briefly slows 
production. Soon, factories are 
making twice as many fighter 
planes a month -1,500- than in 
1943. What hurts the Germans 
most is lack of qualified pilots. 


March 21 


In deliberately misleading 
news leaks, the Allies hint 
that Patton will lead the 
widely anticipated invasion 
of Europe. The leaks and 
other deceptions prompt the 
Germans to plan for an 
invasion near Calais, France, 
across the English Channel. 
The real D-Day invasion 
force wfll land well south at 
Normandy. Even three 
weeks after D-Day, German 
commanders still expect a 
huge force at Calais and 
refuse to release troops 
desperately needed in 
Normandy. 


Wednesday , Dec . 4 t 1991 


Detroit Free Press 


Page 17 


■ \ i v 





































































































Black aviators getting 
tactical training at Selfridge 
air base protest segregated 
quarters and officers clubs. 
Their training unit is 
integrated; about 20 percent 
of the men are white. Black 
officers, like white officers, 
are required to pay $6 a 
month to maintain the 
officers club. But for blacks, 
the base officers club is off- 
limits. Their club is a make- 
do room in the back of a 
barracks. It has a pool table 
and a simple bar. Their 
protest is not ignored. The 
general in charge of the 
training command orders 


the black officers to report to 
the base auditorium. He 
strides in as the officers are 
called to attention. Once the 
pilots are seated, the 
commanding officer tells 
them: "Gentlemen, this is my 
airfield. As long as Fm in 
command, there will be no 
socializing between white 
and colored officers.” Within 
days, the black aviators are 
ordered to board a train, not 
told their destination, and 
travel to a South Carolina air 
base. The airmen are 
greeted by armed guards, 
who had been warned to 
expect trouble There is none. 


Pilots wait for instructions at Selfridge air base* Black pilots learned to fly at a base in Tuskegee, Ala* 
Upper left: Ground crewman Pfc* Wilfred Foster cleans a plane windshield* 




March 27 


Detroit area police 
often battle teen 
gangs wearing 
floppy, baggy 
clothing called zoot 
suits. In Warren, 
police charge zoot 
suit gang members 
with the murder of a 
war plant worker 
outside a bar on Van 
Dyke. Police say 
some zoot suit gangs 
have 100 members. 
At right, a Los 
Angeles zoot suiter 
models the style: 
long jackets, pants 
baggy at the knee, 
narrow at the ankle. 


• • • • 




March 27 

. 1 

In Kovno, Lithuania, SS troops 
round up and shoot Jewish 
children age 14 and younger. 
Hundreds are killed in two 

days. The Kovno horror is 
repeated daily throughout Nazi- 
occupied Europe. 


March 30 


After a 14-year-old girl is 
found molested and killed in 
a trailer camp, Detroit police 
blast lax regulations that 
allow the trailer parks to 
flourish in the suburbs. The 
camps often are havens for 
missing girls; nearly 3,100 
girls age 17 and under were 
reported missing in Detroit 
in 1943. Many are dubbed 
Victory Girls and Khaki 
Whackies. Police say the 
girls seek servicemen to 
sleep with, viewing their 
trysts as patriotic service. As 
the war progresses, 
Americans read frequent 
reports of increases in 
venereal disease. 


May 1 8 


At Monte Cassino, Polish 
and British troops enter the 
destroyed hilltop monastery, 
Within 24 hours. Allied 
armies punch through 
German defenses and push 
to Rome. 


i i 


May 1 8 


The House unanimously 
passes the GI Bill, which will 
help change the lives of 
many of the 16 million World 
War H veterans. The GI Bill 
provides money for college 
and helps underwrite home 
mortgages. Roosevelt signs 
it June 22. 


June 5 


German news agencies 
report the Allied invasion is 
under way: U.S. airborne 
divisions are parachuting 
behind coastal defenses on 
the Normandy peninsula. 
The Allied command has no 
comment But cryptic 
messages broadcast over the 
BBC urge people in the 
Netherlands to leave their 
homes and avoid roads and 
bridges. It is part of the 
Allied ruse to convince 
German commanders tlx^ : 
invasion would occur north 
of Normandy. Other cryptic 
messages alert the French 
resistance to destroy rail 
lines. They act quickly: 950 
of 1,050 targets are wrecked 


June 4 


Rome is liberated as advance 
units of the U.S. 5th Army 
enter the city. The Germans 
have fled to northern Italy, 
where they establish 
formidable defenses. 
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Soldiers leave landing craft to approach Normandy beaches through the surf, cross mine fields and barbed 
wire and face German machine-gun fire as they take control of the beach. Upper right: One American who 
didn't make it 


JUNE S: D-Day 


Guns from 
big ships 
pound the 
French coast 
at Normandy. 

Overhead, 
thousands of 
planes bomb 
German 
fortifications. 

More than 
4,400 vessels, 
escorted by 
600 warsliips, 
carry 50,000 
assault troops, 

104,000 support soldiers and 
1,500 tanks to the coast. The 
invasion is a masterful 
coordination of men, planes, 
ships and commando tactics. 
Nonetheless, horror awaits 
the soldiers landing on the 
beaches, particularly Omaha, 
where about 1,000 U.S. 
soldiers are killed in a 
treacherous crossfire or by 
traps and mines in the surf. 
Overall, German bullets cut 
down 10,000 men - 3,000 are 
killed, the rest wounded - as 
they hit the beaches. But the 
Allies succeed. They have 
surprised the Germans, who 



expected the invasion at 
Calais. Normandy is secured 
by day's end and 150,000 
men have landed. In a week, 
500,000 soldiers are brought 
ashore at Normandy. Some 
of the most vicious combat 
happens a few hours before 
the assault begins, behind 
the German fortifications. 
Many U.S. paratroopers 
dropped to cut 
communications lines get 
tangled in trees. German 
troops slit their throats or 
shoot them point-blank in 
the face. 



THE LONGEST DAY 7 


During the spring of 1944, an anxious world 
speculated about the Allied D-Day - the invasion 
of western Europe. 

The Germans bet on Calais, France, as the 
landing site and concentrated thousands of troops 
and weapons there. 

But on June 6, after unleashing a furious 
bombardment from ships in the English 
Channel, 50,000 Allied troops assaulted five 
beaches along a 60-mile stretch of shoreline on 
the Normandy peninsula. 

History’s largest seaborne invasion, 
code-named Operation Overlord, had begun. 

German gun /FTZ& Beach code names 
emplacements 


First-Day Casualties 


UTAH OMAHA GOLD 


JUNO SWORD 



THE INVASION 


In mid-April, German Field Marshal Erwin 
Rommel, anticipating an Allied invasion, says 
Germany’s fate will depend on the outcome of the 
first day of combat “For the Allies as well as 
Germany, it will be the longest day.” 

9:45 pjn June 4: The Allied commander, Gen. Dwight 
Eisenhower, orders the invasion to begin, an 
5,000 ships begin steaming toward Normandy. 

j Source: KRTN and Free Press research 


330 ajn. June 5: Gale-force winds batter the ships, 
and Eisenhower listens to arguments to abort the 
invasion. After staring at the rain through a 
window in his headquarters, he turns and says. 
“OK. let’s go.” 

About 5 p.m.: Eisenhower writes a terse statement 
accepting blame for a failed invasion - just in case. 

6 pjn.:The first of 23,000 airborne troops leave 
England to parachute behind German lines. They 
are to cut communications and secure roads. 
Casualties are heavy. 


6 ajn., June 6: H-Hour on D-Day: The invasion begins. 

Most beaches ye secured with relatively few 
casualties. But at Omaha Beach, a vicious 
German cross fire kills 1,000 Americans. Many 
die in the surf before they reach the beach, killed 
by mines and tank traps. 

930 ajn.: Adolf Hitler is told of the invasion. 

By the end of the longest day, the Allies have 
landed 154,000 troops. By Aug. 25, Paris is 
liberated. By Sept 1, more than two million Allied 
troops are in France, ready to push into Germany. 

Detroit Free Press. KRTN' 
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JUNE lO 


Army Capt Matt Urban 
lands at Normandy. He is a 
veteran of the North Africa 
campaign, where he was 
wounded three times. In this 
war, ground troops do not 
return home after so many 
months, so many medals or 
so many scars. If your 
wounds heal and you can 
still fight, you rejoin your 
unit Urban will become the 
most decorated U.S. soldier 
in World War II. 


JUNE 1 3 


In Detroit 10,000 housing 
units for black workers are 
needed, and Mayor Edward 
Jeffries urges suburbs to 
build them. About 20,000 
blacks work in Detroit's 
suburbs. He doesn't address 
integration, which he 
opposes. Meanwhile, a 
national Realtors association 
report urges the nation’s 
banks to make mortgage 
money available to blacks, 
saying, ‘The Negro is a good 
economic risk.” 


JUNE 15 


The special committee 
Jeffries appointed to study 
Detroit's interracial 
problems following last 
June's race riot makes its 
recommendations: more 
parks, better rush-hour 
supervision on city streetcars 
and buses, and education 
programs about black 
people’s contributions to 
American life. 


JUNE 15 


Marines invade the island of 
Saipan and meet stiff resistance. 
The battle lasts 25 days, ending 
after a last-ditch charge by 3,000 
Japanese soldiers, all of whom 
are killed In all, more than 


1 


27,000 Japanese are ldfled, 
including hundreds of civilian 
workers who leap off Saipan’s 
cliffs. U.S. losses: 3,126 killed, 
13,000 wounded. 


JUNE 1 6 


JUNE 13 


The Germans begin 
shooting VI rockets at 
England. The rocket bombs 
continue for three months, 
killing more than 4,700 
people before the bombs’ 
bases are destroyed. 



JUNE 15 


In the five days since he 
landed at Normandy, Capt 
Matt Urban has made his way 
inland with other members of 
his unit They come under 
German fire. When the 
bazooka gunner is killed, 
Urban grabs the weapon and 
fires, killing two German 
soldiers. Suddenly, a shell 
lands near him, and shrapnel 
slices open his left calf Its 
Urban's fourth war wound 
He'D spend a month recover¬ 
ing in a hospital in England. 
Then it's back to combat 



Departing from bases in China, 
U.S. B29 bombers attack Japan. 
More than half the plane's parts 


are made at several Detroit 
plants. Above: Planes being 
built in 1944 at Willow Run. 



JUNE 1 O 



Nan SS troops murder 642 civilians, including 190 children, in a French village near Normandy 
because French resistance fighters attacked German troops heading to the D-Day landing site. The 
resistance plays a major role in liberating France from German occupation. In this picture, 
resistance fighters in Paris battle German tanks days before the city is liberated in late August 


July 2 


Independent reports confirm 
the existence of the death 
camps: Two Swiss 
organizations say 1.7 million 
Jews have been murdered at 
Auschwitz and Birkenau. 
The Free Press and others 
banner the story. While that 
information is made public, 
the Swiss groups pass 
additional details to the 
Allies about nearly two 
dozen rail stations being 
used to transport Jews to the 
camps. Instead of bombing 
tiie stations to cripple the 
system, U.S. bombers dump 
leaflets on Budapest warning 
Hungarian officials not to 
comply with German orders 
to deport Jews to death 
camps. But 500,000 
Hungarian Jews have been 
sent Hungarian 
collaborators stop helping 
the Germans on July 8. 


JULY 17 


The worst stateside war 
accident occurs in San 
Francisco. More than 320 
soldiers and sailors - most of 
them black - are killed in an 
explosion on a munitions 
loading dock. The dead were 
stevedores, the men who 
load and unload ships, which 
were typical jobs for black 
troops. The accident later 
prompts several black 
soldiers to refuse to load 
munitions. 


1 


J U LY 18 



Prime 
Minister 
HidekiTojo 
and his 
cabinet 
resign as 
B29s 

continue to 
bomb Japan. 
Tojo 

rp . apologizes 

T °J° toEmperor 

Hirohito for botching the 
war effort 
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JULY 20 

iRTlnHv _ SMtNttC-~-. - 


A plot to kill Hitler fails. He 
is slightly wounded during a 
staff meeting when a 
briefcase bomb explodes 
near his seat The explosion 
kills one person, injures 
several. Hitler speaks to the 
nation via radio soon after 
the attempt He says the plot 
is "a crime that has no equal 
in German history,” done by 
some “ambitious, 
unscrupulous, and at the 
same time foolish, extremely 
stupid officers." Plotters are 
quickly found, and most are 
executed. 




■ 


Aug. 12 


Detroiter Alex Jefferson is 
swooping low over southern 
France in his P51 Mustang, 
attacking German radar 
installations near the Riviera 
coast In three days, a U.S. 
army will invade. Suddenly, 
as Jefferson pulls up in a half 
loop, bursts from a German 
20mm gun hit his plane. The 
plane ablaze, Jefferson bails 
out He hits the ground and 
rolls over only to look up at 
two German soldiers, their 
rifles trained on him. “Ach 
so!” one German says. “Ya,” 
responds the other, looking 
at Jefferson’s lieutenant 
insignia u Leutnant”The first 
captor touches Jefferson’s 
cheek. “Ya, Neger, Neger,” 
he says. Jefferson thinks to 
himself “Hell, here I am 
4,000 miles from home, and 
they’re calling me a nigger 
already ” He later learns his 
captors weren’t using a racial 
slur, but the German word 
for Negro. Jefferson spends 
the rest of the war as a POW. 
His treatment is equal to that 
received by white American 
POWs. 


Aug. 15 


In southern France, 16 U.S. 
paratroopers land deep in 
German territory, 10 miles from 
their destination. Wondering 
where to go, they spot a woman 
striding purposefully toward 
them. She speaks to a sergeant 
“OK, kid, it’s all nght now,” 
Villagers nearby know her and 
shout out her name with gusto; 
*Trederickal” She is an 
organizer in the French 
resistance movement. Then 
Fredericks, with tears 
streaming down her face, tells 
the GIs more. She’s really 
Isabel Pell, 43, New York 
socialite turned French 
resistance fighter. Pell leads the 
GIs to safety and finds refuge 
with the invading U.S. force. 

She had become trapped at her 


vacation home in southern 
France when the war began. 
For four years as an 
underground agent, like 
thousands of others in the 
underground movement, Pell 
hid weapons, slipped agents 
through enemy lines, helped 
Frenchmen escape from 
German labor pools, and 
otherwise sabotaged German 
efforts wherever possible. Pell 
is lucky - many others in the 
underground were captured, 
often killed with brutal 
precision by German officials. 
After the war, France awards 
Pell the Legion of Honor medal. 
She returns to the United 
States, where she dies in 1952 
while dining at a New York City 
restaurant 


Amid considerable optimism 
that the war in Europe might 
conclude quickly, the stock 
market plunges. The reason: 
Prices are being driven by a 
war-oriented economy, 


AUG. 20 


As Germany’s 7th Army 
retreats from western France, 
Patton’s 3rd Army moves to cut 
it off and kill it For days, 
aircraft mow down German 
soldiers and blast columns of 


tanks, trucks and horse-drawn 
carts as the Germans jam rural 
roads en route back to Germany. 
Germany's top commander in 
France, Field Marshal Gunther 
von Kluge, commits suicide. 


Eleven weeks since D-Day, 
more than 1.5 million Allied 
troops <ure in 
France. As 
die Allies 
near Paris, 
the French 
resistance 
fiercely 
batdes 
German 
troops. 

Since late 
July, the 
Allies have 
been on a roll, liberating 
Caen, Cherbourg, St-Lo, and 
many other towns and 
regions. Amid all the action 
wanders a Detroit GI named 
Eddie Slovik who’s picked 
up by Canadian soldiers. He 
tells them he's lost 


Slovik 


July 21 


t 


U.S. forces invade Guam, 
which falls Aug. 10. The 
Japanese suffer heavy losses 
as troops once again fight to 
the death. 


JULY 25 


Allied planes drop bombs too 
soon and kill more than 200 
U.S. troops in France. So- 
called “friendly fire” kills an 
estimated 6,000 U.S. 
soldiers, sailors and airmen 
in World War n, about 2 
percent of all U.S. battle 
deaths. 


AUG. 25 


Overjoyed 
Parisians 
welcome 
liberating Allied 
armies with 
flowers, hugs, 
wine and tears. 
The Germans 
surrendered the 
city to French 
resistance 
fighters before 
Allied armies 
arrived. Hitler 
had ordered Paris 
pillaged, but the 
German 
commander 
ignored the 
order. 




I 'Wednkday ,‘ fleet 


Page'2^1 
























































































































The Anne Frank House 


‘I WANT TO GO ON LIVING' 

Of the 8.3 million Jews in Nazi-occupied Europe, Adolf Hitler’s 
regime slaughtered six million. Roughly another million fled Europe 
before the Nazis could get them, and another million or so managed 
to survive Hitler’s reign of terror in other ways, frequently by hiding, 
often with the help of Christian strangers who shielded them. 

The risk for these righteous people often was death if discovered. 
For example, a Polish cattle dealer who hid 35 Jews was hanged in 
his town’s public square and “left rotting at the end of a rope for days 
as a warning” to others who might consider hiding Jews, according 
to historian Robert Leckie. 


the Story Of Anne frank 

Probably the best-known story of Jews in hiding 
is that of the Frank family. When the Nazis 
arrested the Franks, they failed to destroy young 
Anne Frank’s diary, which poignantly chronicled 
the family’s two years in hiding, Published world¬ 
wide under various titles, “Anne Frank: The Diary 
of a Young Girl” has sold more than five million 
copies in the United States alone. 

Anne Frank and her family fled Nazi Germany 
in 1933 when Hitler’s gangs already were roaming 
the streets assaulting Jews. Her fattier, Otto, got 
a job with a Dutch company in Amsterdam and 
was doing well until the Nazis invaded the 
Netherlands in May 1940. 


The Anne Frank Foundation has preserved the Frank family’s hiding place 
in Amsterdam and it is open to the public. The front portion of the building 
now houses various exhibits on World War n, Anne Frank and her diary. 

The hinged bookcase hid a secret door that led to the living area of the 
Franks and their friends, Mr. and Mrs. Van Daan and their son Peter. 

Peter Van Daan’s room. The stairways lead to the attic and the only 
room that could be opened to fresh air. They stored food here. 

Anne’s bedroom, which she shared with Albert Dussel, an elderly 
dentist 

Otto, Edith and Margot Frank slept here. They kept a map of 
Normandy on the wall and traced the Allies’ progress after D-Day. 

Mr. and Mrs. Van Daan’s room, which also served as the group’s 
kitchen and living room. The windows had to be blacked out at night 
The toilet and washroom, which can’t be seen on this diagram, were 
never used during the day, otherwise the noises might have been 
heard by employees below who were unaware of the hideaways. 


THE ANNEX 


■ Otto Frank had been planning a hideaway almost immediately after the 
Germans invaded the Netherlands. From then until July 1942, Nazi rule 
became increasingly oppressive, particularly for Jews. 

■ On July 5,1942, the Germans summoned Anne Frank’s 16-year-old sister, 
Margot, to report for deportation to a concentration camp. The next morning, 
the Franks went into hiding in the Annex - a series of small rooms over the 
warehouse and offices of Otto Frank’s Dutch associates. 

■ The four Franks - Otto Frank, his wife, Edith, and their two daughters, 
Anne and Margot - were joined by their friends, Mr. and Mrs. Van Daan and 
their 16-year-old son, Peter. Later, a dentist, Albert Dussel, joined them. 


EPILOGUE 


On Aug. 4,1944, the Nazis - tipped off by a Dutch informant who 
received the equivalent of $11.20, roughly $90 today - raided the 
Annex and arrested all eight Jews and two of the Franks’ friends 
who had helped maintain the hiding place. After the Franks were 
sent off to the camps, two other friends went through the 
ransacked annex and found Anne’s diary. 

Otto Frank - and his two Dutch friends who helped the family - 
survived imprisonment The others died in the German death camps. 

Anne Frank died of disease at the Belsen camp two months before 
the war ended. She was not yet 16. Thanks to her diary, her wish - 
“I want to go on living even after my death” - has come true. 


SourteiThe Anne Frank Foundation; “Reader's Supplement to ‘Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl,’" published by Washington Square Press. 


MARTHA THIERRY/Detroit Free Press 
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OCT. 4 


r 


SEPT. 4 


Now commanding an 


infantry battalion, Capt Matt 
Urban and his troops come 
under fire from German 
machine guns in Belgium. 
Urban tries to take out the 
gun crew, but a bullet hits 
him in the neck Blood pours 
from the wound, and a field 
doctor tells Urban he is 
probably a goner Once 
more, Urban is evacuated to 
England. Urban survives, 
recovers, but is not allowed 
to return to combat For 
valor, for his wounds and 
campaigns, Urban is 
awarded 29 combat medals, 
including the Medal of 
Honor, the Legion of Merit, 
two Silver Stars and three 
Bronze Stars. Paperwork for 
the Medal of Honor, 
however, is lost Finally in 
1980, citing Urban's bravery 
in July 1944 when he 
destroyed two tanks and led 
his troops through German 
lines, President Jimmy 
Carter officially awards 
Urban the Medal of Honor, 
the nation's highest military 
award. Now 72, Urban lives 
in Holland, Mich. 




Sept. 15 


More than 30,000 marines 
land with no resistance on 
tlie 10-square-mile island of 
Peleliu, thought essential to 
control for a staging area for 
a forthcoming U.S, invasion 
of the Philippines. The 
peaceful landing will soon 
turn into a bloodbath. The 
Japanese are well fortified, 
and many are hiding in 
tunnels. After the marines 
land, the Japanese launch a 
ferocious attack, U.S. 
casualties approach 50 
percent, the highest in the 
Pacific war. So entrenched 
are some Japanese 
defenders that they continue 
to fight after Japan 
surrenders a year later. The 
tragedy, however, is that die 
assault was unnecessary. As 
events unfold, Peleliu is not 
an essential part of die 
Philippines invasion. 


Sept. 16 


A special U,S. Census count 
finds 30,000 fewer whites in 
Detroit than in 1940, but die 
number of blacks increases 
62,000 in the same period. 
War work is bringing about 
1,500 black people a month 
to Detroit Before the war, 
city officials said half the 
housing in black 
neighborhoods was 
substandard. Now, the 
situation worsens. 



SEPT. 1 9 


Air Force CoL Paul Tibbets is 
at the top^ecret atomic test 
site in Los Alamos, NM., 
where he learns his role: He 
will pilot the B29 that drops the 
first atomic bomb. Project 
scientist Robert Oppenheimer 
tells Tibbets: “I can give you no 
guarantee that you’ll survive,* 
The shock wave from the 
atomic bomb, he says, could 
destroy the bomber. 


Eisenhower sends U.S. 
commanders die surgeon 
general's report on batde 
fatigue. Psychiatric 
casualties “are as inevitable 
as gunshot wounds," the 
report says, because “each 
man knows tiiat at any 
moment he may be killed, a 
fact kept constandy before 
his mind by die sight of dead 
and mutilated buddies 
around him." 


Oct. 5 


Canadian troops return Pvt 
Eddie Slovik of Detroit to his 
unit But within days, he 
disappears again. When 
found, he says he deserted. 
He is arrested. 



NOV. 6 


Roosevelt is elected to his 
fourth term. With 53 percent 
of the vote, he defeats 
Thomas Dewey, the 
Republican governor of New 
York who grew up in 
Owosso, Mich. 


i 


Thomas Dewey 



SEPT. 30 


SEPT. 8 


SEPT. 1 1 


A million people have fled 
their London homes during 
the three months the 
Germans have fired VI 
rockets. Now the Germans 
launch the larger, more 
powerful V2 rockets at 
England and Belgium, 
killing thousands. The V2 is 
nearly five stories tall, travels 
4,000 m.p.h., and plummets 
from 70 miles up. German 
scientists led by Wemer Von 
Braun developed the rocket 
Von Braun will move to the 
United States after the war to 
develop rockets for the U.S. 
space program. 


An American patrol enters 
Germany near Aachen, the 
first troops to set foot on 
German soiL Since D-Day, 

2.1 million Allied troops have 
entered France, killing or 
capturing more than 700,000 
German soldiers. Allied 
casualties: 40,000 dead, 
20,000 missing, 165,000 
wounded. 
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Soviet armiesbave b«o silling in the city's 

suburbs, but don’t move to help the resistance. 
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Oct. 20 


More than 100,000 U.S. 
troops invade the Philippine 
island of Leyte, surprising 
the Japanese garrison of 
80,000 and making good on 
MacArthur’s promise to 
return. About 3,500 U,S. 
troops are killed. MacArthur 
comes ashore Oct 22 in an 
event staged for journalists. 


OCT. 23 


At Leyte Gulf, the greatest 
naval battle in history is a 
huge American victory, 
reducing the Japanese 
Imperial Navy to a minor 
force. The US. fleet sinks 36 
Japanese warships and loses 
six. Japanese pilots begin 
kamikaze suicide attacks, 
trying to guide bomb-laden 
aircraft into US. warships. 
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Nov. 21 


DEC. 14 


DEC. 15 



The stars come to Detroit to sell bonds. From left: Harpo Marx, 
Fred Astaire, Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland, Kay Kyser and 
Lucille Ricardo, er, Ball. 


The country’s sixth war-bond 
drive is under way to finance 
the war. Wayne County sets a 
$77-mfllion goal, about $11 
million more than the 1991 
United Way drive in southeast 
Michigan. By mid-December, 
the statewide goal of $472 
millirn is surpassed; $544 


million in bonds are bought 
The war is costing the United 
States $250 million a day. There 
will be eight national drives 
during the war, raising $190 
billion. Schoolchildren will pitch 
in, buying 25-cent saving 
stamps toward the purchase of 
a war bond. 


An Army intelligence officer 
tells Detroiter Charles 
Thomas - a tank captain with 
an Allied unit in France 
pushing toward the German 
border - that he and his men 
will encounter only light 
resistance at the hillside 
the/re scheduled to attack in 
northern France But the 
Germans ambush Thomas’ 
unit, pinning the Americans 
under heavy fire for five 
hours. Thomas is in an 
armored car hit by tank fire 
He scrambles to the roof and 
fires back with a machine 
gun. The battle ends for 
Thomas when he’s hit in 
both thighs by shrapnel The 
fighting is the bloodiest the 
761st Tank Battalion faces. 
The 761st is known as the 
Buffalo Soldiers, an all-black 
tank unit that is credited with 
killing 833 enemy soldiers 
and capturing 3,206 during 
this assault Thomas 
becomes the first black 
soldier in the war to be 
awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross. After the war, 
he’ll live in Detroit until he 
dies of cancer in 1979. 



Band-leader- 
turned- 
soldier Maj. 
Glenn Miller 
disappears 
on a military 
flight from 
England to 
Franca His 
plane is 
never found. 


DEC. 17 


During the Battle of the 
Bulge, atMalmedy,a 
Belgian town near the 
German border, German 
captors order 86 U.S. 
soldiers into a field. So 
troops - raised on Hitler and 
taught that mercy is a crime 
- cold-bloodedly gun down 
the Americans, Some found 
still breathing are shot in the 
head. Others remain still 
enough to play dead and 
escape to tell of the 
massacre. After the war, 43 
SS soldiers are sentenced to 
death and 23 to life in prison 
for the murders. 


DEC. 17 


The government cancels the 
order detaining Japanese 
Americans in relocation 
camps. They are released in 
early January and allowed to 
return home, except that 
most have nothing to return 
to; the government has 
confiscated their belongings 
and property. This 
outrageous breach of civil 
liberties perpetrated against 
law-abiding Americans 
aroused very little protest 
among government leaders 
during the war. Kaz Mayeda, 
who with his mother and 
three brothers had lived in a 
camp since early spring 
1942, moves to Utah with his 
family. Today, he is a physics 
professor at Wayne State 
University. 


The Army begins grounding 
the Women Airforce Service 
Pilots. With a surplus of male 
pilots, the female unit that 
had ferried bombers and 
transported troops to 
stateside bases is no longer 
needed. WASP director 
Jacqueline Cochran 
becomes a war 
correspondent in the Pacific. 
In 1953, she becomes the 
first woman to break the 
sound barrier in a jet 
Cochran died in 1980, the 
year after the 1,200 WASPs 
finally received military 
status and could receive 
some GI benefits. The 
WASPs, says WASP Phyllis 
Ryder of Muskegon, now 72, 
have regular reunions. 

They were independent - 
crazy about flying and a lot of 
them are still active in it 
They have their own planes, 
some of them. They’ve even 
done some air rescue work. 

Its a terrific bunch of gals.” 



_1 


On a foggy day in northern France, thousands of German troops, many of them teenagers recently 
drafted, attack the U.S. lines, break through and form a bulge in the Allies’ line of defense that 
threatens to split Allied forces. In the cold, bloody darys that follow, 20,000 U.S. troops and 30,000 
Germans die in what is called the Batde of the Bulge. The battle involves nearly 600,000 U.S. 
troops and includes a drive by Patton’s 3rd Army to Bastogne to rescue the surrounded 101st 
Airborne Division. The skies don’t clear for six days. But when the weather breaks on Dec. 22, U.S. 
planes attack and drive back the German forces. Patton’s troops break through and rescue the 
101st on Dec. 26. 


Dec. 26 


Gestapo troops kill two 
Hungarian nuns in Budapest 
for hiding Jews. Elsewhere 
in the city, Swedish diplomat 
Raoul Wallenberg, who 
attended the University of 
Michigan, has provided 
thousands of Jews with 
Swedish credentials, which 
allow them to escape or live 
safely in rented buildings 
that have diplomatic 
immunity. For reasons 
unknown, the Soviet army 
will arrest Wallenberg in 
early 1945. He'll never be 
heaid from again. A Gallup 
poll in the last weeks of 1944 
asks Americans a variety of 
war-related questions: Most 
Americans want German and 
Japanese leaders arrested 
and tried for crimes. And 
despite more frequent 
stories and broadcasts about 
the slaughter of Jews, Gallup 
finds that most Americans 
believe the death toll is 
around 100,000. In four 
months, the full horror of 
Hitler’s Final Solution will be 
revealed. 
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945 



The once-mighty German air 
fence scrounges to find 800 
aircraft to launch what will be 
its final attack: an assault on 
Allied airfields. The Geimans 
destroy 300 US. and British 
planes but lose about 200 
planes they will never replace. 
Allied supplies seem endless; 
In the past 12 months, U.S, 
factories built 96,000 aircraft. 


Jan. 9 


More than 100,000 U.S. 
troops land on Luzon in the 
Philippines. There is little 
Japanese opposition. The 
army’s goal: liberate Manila 
and POW camps. 


Jan. 18 


At the Auschwitz death camp 
in Poland, Nazi guards begin 
marching more than 30,000 
captives west to scores of 
camps in Germany. With the 
imminent arrival of the Soviet 
army, the Germans are trying 
to escape with the living 
evidence of their atrocities. 


jan. 26 


The Nazis abandon 
Auschwitz after they shoot 
about 350 Jews, blow up the 
gas chambers and 
crematoriums and leave 
7,000 sick or dying behind. 


1 

— 

Jan.27 

* 


The Free Press reports U.S. 
divorce rates are soaring. In 
Wayne County in 1944, there 
are five divorces for every six 
marriages. Women working 
in war plants find economic 
and social freedom and shed 
spouses, some experts say. 
Rapid romances with 
overseas-bound soldiers that 
later sour also increase the 
rate. 


m . 
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JAN. 27 



The Soviets liberate Auschwitz. 
Soon other camps will be freed, 
and the jewelry and other 
bounty stripped from victims 
will be revealed. At Auschwitz, 
the Soviets inventory 836,000 


dresses, 348,000 suits and 
38,000 pairs of shoes. Above, 
Allied soldiers display a box 
with thousands of wedding 
rings taken from victims 
murdered at Buchenwald. 








Coinciding with the air 
assault, Germany musters 
what will be a final land 
offensive on the western 
front, attacking U.S. and 
British troops in France’s 
Ardennes forest It fails. 
These dead German soldiers 
are found on a road in 
Belgium in mid-January 
American, British and 
French troops daily press 
their attack against a 
steadfast German army. 
Although the troop strength 
is about even, the Allies have 
better equipment Its clear 
the Germans are in full 
retreat Meanwhile, on Jan. 
12, the Soviets begin an 
offensive along Germany’s 
eastern front, where they 
outnumber German troops 2r 
1. German civilians suffer 
greatly under the Soviet 
onslaught Soviet troops 
commit countless rapes and 
murder thousands of 
civilians. Some victims are 
nailed to trees. 




■ -- 


- V* 




JAN. 3 1 


U.S. rangers and Filipino 
guerrillas kill 225 Japanese 
soldiers guarding a jungle 
prison near Manila in a 20- 
minute battle and free 510 
POWs. Most of the U.S. 
POWs had survived the 
Bataan Death March three 
years earlier. 


jan. 31 


Pvt Eddie Slovik, convicted 
of desertion by an Army 
court is tied to a stake in a 
French courtyard and 
executed. Hit by 11 bullets, 
the 24-year-old Detroiter dies 
three minutes later, the only 
U.S. serviceman executed 
for desertion in the war. 
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A world of death and phantoms 


JK llied soldiers had heard 
jffm about the Nazis’ murder of 
AA Jews and other civilians, 
but nothing prepared 
them for the horror they saw when 
they marched into the Nazi death 
camps. 

It was April 4,1945, when 
American soldiers saw the Nazi 
depravity firsthand. 

Gen. Dwight Eisenhower and 
Gen. George Patton went to 
Ohrdrut about 200 miJes west of 
Berlin, eight days later. 

Eisenhower wanted to see the 
camp for himself so he could 
challenge anyone who might ever 
“charge these allegations to 
propaganda." 

He and his troops were rocked 
with revulsion and disgust 
“In a liule wood shed nearly 20 


or so naked things that once were 
men were stacked like slaughtered 
pigs.... This is not hearsay or 
rumor. These are things I saw, n 
wrote Robert Cromie of the 
Chicago Tribune, who 
accompanied the U.S. forces at 
Ohrdruf. 

According to one account 
“Patton became so sick he had to 
rush outside a barracks to throw 
up.” 

Shaken and furious, 

Eisenhower forced every man, 
woman and child horn the nearby 
village of Ohrdruf to walk through 
the camp at bayonet point then 
help bury 3,200 people who lay 
scattered about the camp. After 
their forced tour, the mayor of 
Ohrdruf and his wife went home 
and hanged themselves. 


The truth was worse than the 
worst propaganda the Allies ever 
had spread about the Naas, even 
at the height of wartime. 

The number of dead and 
spectacle of torture at every camp 
were so overwhelming that 
numbers alone ceased to shock; 
3,000 dead, 10,000 dead, 100,000 
dead, six million dead 


way to describe the scenes. 

CBS correspondent Edward R 
Murrow was with U.S. troops 
when they liberated Buchenwald 
on April 10. He described “the 
children, hundreds of them. Some 
were only 6. One rolled up his 
sleeves, showed me his number. It 
was tattooed on his arm... B-6030 
it was ” 

Among those liberated that day 
was Elie Wiesel, who would be 
awarded the 1986 Nobel Peace 
Prize and would recall Buchenwald 
in a speech at the White House: 

“I was there when American 
liberators arrived, and they gave us 
back our lives. 

"If you only knew what we tried 
to do with them then. We who 
were so weak that we couldn’t 
carry our own lives. We tried to 
carry them in triumph ... 

‘There was a degree of 
suffering and loneliness in the 
concentration camps that defies 


Above: 
Hundreds of 
stacked bodies 
lie among the 
trees in the 
concentration 
camp at Belsen 
in Germany. At 
left Bodies 
from a death 
camp await 
burial. 


More powerful were the blunt, 
detailed first-person reports and 
the macabre photos of bodies 
stacked like cordwood. 

And then came the gruesome 
accounts of lamp shades made of 
human skin, slippers made of 
human hair - and worse. 

The hardest-boiled soldiers and 
war correspondents grasped for a 









































































imagination. Cut off from the world 
with no refuge anywhere, sons 
watched helplessly their fathers 
being beaten to death. Mothers 
watched their children die of 
hunger. Terror* fear, isolation* 
torture, gas chambers, flames, 
flames rising to the heavens. 

“I have seen children being 
thrown in the flames - alive! 

‘Words, they die on my lips.” 

Auschwitz survivor and author 
Pnmo Levi wrote: We lay in a^ 
world of death and phantoms.” 

Associated Press reporter 
William Frye reported from Belsen 
a few days after British troops 
discovered 10,000 unbuned 
corpses. T saw Belsen - its piles of 
lifeless dead and its aimless 
swarms of living dead. Their great 
eyes were just animal lights in 
skin-covered skulls of famine. 

That April, nather soldier nor 
writer could quite grasp the scope 
of what they'd seen. It would take 
years for the full picture of Nazi 
depravity, carried out with brutal 
precision, to sink into the world s 
consciousness. 

By Ellen Creager 


Above: American GIs 
supervise German villagers 
as they bury victims of 
Nordhausen, Lefb Dozens 
of gaunt and starving men 
show relief as the Allies 
liberate their concentration 
camp. 
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Lefb At Belsen, the dead were found strewn 
on the camp grounds. Below: An elderly 
Jewish woman comforts three children as 
they walk to the gas chamber and their 
deaths. 
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the greatest and most horrible CRIMP 

Adolf Hitler rose to power in part by blaming Germany's problems on a Jewish conspiracy. His 
words of hatred turned his government into a killing machine: Between 1939 and 1945, the Nazis 
murdered about six million Jews, and possibly as many as six million other people, mostly Slavs. 


Nazi Persecution 


In 1935, the Nazi government passed 
laws that declared German Jews to be 
second-class citizens. Using these and 
other laws, the government routinely 
forced Jews from their homes, seized 
their businesses, confiscated or de¬ 
stroyed their property, arrested them 
and shipped them to labor camps. 


The Final Solution 


Early in the war, Nazi extermination 
efforts included firing squads and 
gassing small groups of people 
jammed into the cargo compartments 
of paneled trucks. In January 1942, 
Hitler's top aides developed a plan 
they called the “final solution of the 
Jewish question." It was a blueprint 
for systematic mass murder involving 
more than 100 camps. 


O Extermination camp 
O Concentration camp 
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■ 
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Auschwitz 


The largest and most notorious of the camps was 
Auschwitz, where three million people, mostly Jews, 
were killed. An expansion of Auschwitz, called 
Birkenau, was completed in 1942. Camp commandant 
Rudolph Hess bragged that 2,000 people could be 
gassed to death in a half hour, but complained how 
long it took to cremate the bodies. The camp's 
gas chambers and crematoriums worked 
round the clock. Prisoners also 
worked as slave laborers for 
nearby German industrial 
factories owned by Siemens, 

I.G. Farben and Krupp. 


SOVIET UNION 


THE CAMPS 


Concentration camps were work camps, 
where Jews and others were brought 
by the trainload to work as slave labor 
for German industries. Frequently, the 
laborers were worked or starved to 
death, or executed. Those who could 
no longer work were sent to the death 
camps. 


THE NUMBERS 


When Hitler gained absolute power in 
Germany in 1934, there were 8.8 million 
Jews in Europe. By 1945, six million had 
been starved to death, shot, gassed, 
otherwise tortured to death or buried 
alive. On average, the Nazis killed about 
2,739 Jews a day between 1939 and the 
end of the war in 1945. The Naas also 
murdered as many as six million other 
so-called “undesirables," such as Slavs, 
Gypsies, homosexuals and other 
perceived enemies of the state. 
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Auschwitz-Biiteflaii was about 15.5 square 
miles in size, roughly seven times the size 
of the city of Hamtramck. 




here is no doubt that this is probably the 
greatest and most horrible crime ever committed in 
the whole histoiy of the world, and it has been done 
by scientific machinery by nominally civilized men. f f 

- Winston Churchill, after learning of the 
murder of Jews at Auschwitz. 


U When prisoners arrived at the camp, 
healthy men were sorted out and forced 
into slave labor for the company. Others 
were sent directly to the area that housed 
those waiting for extermination. Those 
who became laborers, either for Farben 
or for other manufacturers, were worked 
until they either died of exhaustion or 
were too weak to be useful. Then they 
were sent to the gas chambers. 


WM Prisoners were marched 
naked into the gas chambers, 
which they were told were 
showers, and an invisible, 
odorless gas, Zyklon-B, was 
pumped in. As they realized 
they were being killed, they 
would stampede toward the 
door, where most would die 
in a pile. 


Bl Twenty-five minutes 
later, the gas would be 
pumped out of the chamber, 
and workers wearing gas 
masks and rubber boots 
would enter, hose down the 
bodies and begin pulling 
them apart, so their jewelry, 
gold teeth and hair could 
be removed. 


I The bodies were 
carried by elevator or 
wagon to the furnaces, 
where they were cremated. 
Their charred remains 
were run through a mill to 
grind them to ash, which 
was trucked off to be 
scattered in the nearby 
Sola River. 


Sources;The U.S, Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington. D,C. *The War Against the Jews." lucy S. Dawidowicz; *The n 

Martin Gilbert; -Encyclopedia of the Holocaust," Israel Gutman; *The Final Solution," by Gerald Reitlinger, quoted in Modern Times by Paul Johnson. 
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Feb. 4 


March 7 


The seven-day Yalta 
conference begins at the 
Soviet resort on the Black 
Sea, where Franklin 
Roosevelt, Winston 
Churchill and Joseph Stalin 
negotiate the fate of postwar 
Europe. They plan a peace 
that diplomats call a “new 
world order” and redraw the 
physical and political maps of 
Eastern Europe. Other 
European governments, who 
suffered under the Nazi 
onslaught, aren’t consulted. 
The key points: At war’s end, 
Germany will be split into 
zones; the Soviets will 
occupy the east, while the 
United States, Great Britain 
and France will occupy the 
west The Soviet-Polish 
border is redrawn, giving the 
Soviets huge chunks of 
Polish land, Poland is given 
part of Germany. Pro-Soviet 
communist factions are 
installed as key elements of 
Poland’s and Yugoslavia’s 
postwar governments. Stalin 
promises free elections. He 
lies. Hints of real democracy 
won’t arrive in Eastern 
Europe until the late 1980s. 



Feb. 13 


The Allies’ deadliest attack 
on German civilians is under 
way. Overnight, U.S. and 
British pilots have dropped 
more than 2,000 tons of 
firebombs on Dresden, 
which is not a strategic 
military target More than 
100,000 civilians - and 
maybe as many as 130,000 - 
are killed by raging fires. It is 
the war’s largest death toll 
from bombing. Some Allied 
leaders, repulsed by the 
suffering, regret the action. 
The Germans force Allied 
POWs to dig out Dresden’s 
dead. 


March 7 


U.S. troops cross the Rhine 
at Remagen, securing a 
major bridge over the river 
before retreating German 
troops could destroy it It is a 
major victory. For the first 
time since Napoleon led 
French troops in 1805, a 
foreign army is in Germany 
east of the Rhine, 




, - V.y 




An American GI scrambles from Ills tank as shells explode around him during combat in the 
German city of Cologne while other soldiers hustle to safety. The Allies capture Cologne in two days 
of fighting. 



March 1 9 


March 21 


Feb. 19 


New reports tell of 
integration in the U.S. Army. 
More than 4,700 soldiers 
from all-black units, many of 
them stevedores or truck 
drivers, sign up for combat 
after the Army asks for 
volunteers. Integration of the 
armed services doesn’t 
officially come until 1948, 
when Resident Harry 
Truman issues an executive 
order. 


March 21 


U.S. B29s drop 1,700 tons of 
firebombs on Tokyo: At least 
83,000 people are killed, 
100,000 injured, one million 
left homeless, 267,000 
buildings destroyed and half 
(he city is burned. It is 
history’s most destructive 
bombing raid. In five months 
one atomic bomb from one 
B29 will cause nearly as 
much damage in Hiroshima, 
hi 1940, Tokyo counted 7.5 
million people. By 1945, four 
million had fled. 


By a 54 vote, Detroit’s 
Common Council rejects a 
Housing Commission 
proposal to build housing for 
blacks in white 
neighborhoods. 


March 28 


Churchill is anxious for 
British and U.S. troops to get 
to Berlin before the Soviets. 
He has long been concerned 
about the Soviet agenda after 
the war is over. Eisenhower, 
however, isn’t interested 
because Berlin will be in the 
Soviets’ occupation zone 
after the war. Besides, Soviet 
troops are only 35 miles 
away, his are 200. His 
advisers estimate that taking 
Berlin will cost 100,000 
casualties. 


Marines invade Iwo Jima, a 
15-square-mile island 670 
miles south of Japan. It is 
one of the war’s bloodiest 
battles, lasting until March 
26. The Medal of Honor is 
awarded to 27 U.S. 
servicemen, the most from 
any battle. Nearly all the 
21,000 Japanese defenders 
are killed; 6,891 Americans 
lose their lives. The island is 
needed as an emergency 
landing base for B29s 
bombing Japan; in the more 
than five months remaining 
in the war, Iwo Jima will 
handle 2,251 emergency B29 
landings. Around 10 a.m., a 
group of U.S. marines, while 
under attack on Mt 
Suribachi on the island, 
raises the American flag as a 
Navy photographer shoots 
the scene. Navy officers on a 
nearby command ship see 
the flag go up, like the sight, 
and order a larger flag raised 
after the mountain is secure. 
Five marines and a sailor 
raise the flag and the 
Associated Press’Joe 
Rosenthal shoots a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning photograph. 


r 
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APRIL 30 


In his room in his bunker, 
Hitler, 56, shoots himself in the 
right temple. His body is 
carried outside, placed on the 
ground, doused with gasoline 
and burned. Adm Karl Doenitz, 
Hitler’s appointed successor, 
tells the nation Hitler died in 
battle. In June, the Soviets will 


say he died by poison injection 
and was cremated. Rumors 
persist, however, that he is 
alive. In July, published reports 
from Uruguay say he is living in 
Argentina. In September, a 
Gallup poll reports 69 percent of 
Americans think Hitler is alive, 
somewhere. 


APRIL 25 


April 28 


April 5 


APRIL 6 


More than 350 kamikaze 
planes attack U.S. ships at 
Okinawa. It is the first time 
the suicide attackers bomb 
ships in swarms. Five U.S. 
vessels are sunk. 
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The U.S. begins planning to 
invade Japan. D-Day is Nov. 
1,1945. 


Jubilant U.S. and Soviet 
armies meet in triumph at 
the Elbe River Free Press 
war correspondent Marjorie 
Avery wrote* "Everywhere 
floated crude, homemade 
Russian, American and 
British flags. Russian 
soldiers played accordions 
and danced.... We were dirty, 
muddy, sweaty an<! almost 
speechless from excitement 
We exchanged names with 
Russian officers and sang 
hillbilly songs in turn for 
their rousing, shouting 
peasant tunes.... We crawled 
through a mine field to get 
back across the river. We 
drove 80 miles through 
enemy country where our 
jeep refused to accept the 
surrender of a battalion of 
fully armed Germans.” 


five diUdren 
are killed bya 
Japanese bomb 
carried across 
the Pacific by 
balloon. In two 
weeks, U.S. 
officials 
announce that 
since April 
1942,Japan 
launched 

9,000 high altitude, bomb-toting harmlessly hit Michigan in 
balloons against the U.S. early May; one near Greenville, 

mainland. About 200 actually outside Grand Rapids, and the 
reach the West Coast TWo other in a field in Livonia. 


Italian partisans execute Mussolini in a village near Milan. Sixteen other Itahan Fasast officuds and 
Mussolini’s 25-year-old mistress also are shot dead. The bodies are brought to Milan, dumped in a 
square, spit on, urinated on, shot again and finally strung up by their ankles. Mussolini is on the 
left, his mistress next to him. 


April 7 


The mightiest battleship, the 
72,OOOton Yamato, becomes 
a kamikaze vessel as it 
steams, guns blazing, 
straight into the U.S. fleet at 
Okinawa. It is sunk, inflicting 
little damage. 


May 7 


Germany surrenders 
unconditionally. German 
commanders and diplomats 
had been trying to arrange 
for German troops to 
surrender to Allied forces 
and not the Soviet army 
because the Germans fear 
deadly reprisals by the 
Soviets. But Eisenhower is 
adamant about no deals. Still, 
hundreds of thousands of 
German soldiers manage to 
move west to surrender to 
U.S. soldiers before the 
official surrender is signed. 
In some places, battalion or 
regiment-sized units 
surrender to a handful of GIs. 


May 23 


Heinrich Himmler commits 
suicide by swallowing 
cyanide soon after the 
British arrest him near 
Hamburg. Other Nazi 
leaders are quickly captured. 
But Martin Bormann, the 
Nazi Party leader, never is 
found. Some believe he 
escaped to South America. 


April 1 


More than 50,000 U.S. 
troops land on Okinawa, an 
island 350 miles from Japan. 
As in other island invasions, 
the Japanese offer no 
resistance at first But soon it 
will be an epic battle, pitting 
180,000 U.S. troops against 
about 160,000 Japanese in 
some of the war’s fiercest 
hand-to-hand combat 


Americans get their first 
look at the Nazi death camps 
when U.S. troops liberate 
Ohrdruf death camp, about 
200 miles west of Berlin. The 
grisly scene horrifies the 
troops. Several days later, an 
appalled Eisenhower orders 
German civilians to the 
camps so they can see the 
aftermath of Nazi rule. Soon 
Allied forces liberate 
Dachau, Buchenwald, 

Belsen and other notorious 
death camps. Among the 
most grotesque scenes: 
Thousands of dead bodies 
stacked like cords of wood. 


April 1 5 


The Soviets attack Berlin. 


April 12 


President Roosevelt, 63, dies 
of a cerebral hemorrhage at 
liis vacation 
retreat in 
Warm 
Springs, Ga. 
The day 
after Harry 
Truman 
takes the 
oath of 
office, top 
military 
leaders tell 
him 

something he knows 
nothing about - the top- 
secret Manhattan Project 
and the atomic bomb plans. 
In Berlin, Hitler says 
Roosevelt’s death is a 
mystical omen promising 
miraculous victory for 
Germany. 


Truman 




































































































































The first and only atomic 
bombs ever used in war are 
unleashed on Japan. On Aug 
6, the first bomb is dropped 
on Hiroshima; 80,000 people 
are killed within seconds of 
the blast On Aug. 9, the 
mushroom cloud of the 
second atomic bomb, at 
right unfolds over Nagasaki; 
40,000 are killed within 
seconds of the blast The 
twisted wreckage above is of 
a Nagasaki toipedo factory. 


A Japanese girl from Hiroshima, the scars of the atomic bomb 
attack seared on her face, sits at a desk in her bombed-out school. 


Japan surrenders. In a tape 
recording broadcast over 
national radio, Emperor 
Hirohito tells his subjects 
that Japan capitulates; it is 
the first time his voice is 
heard over the radio. The 
night before, Imperial Palace 
guards battle military 
officers determined not to 
surrender. They futQely 
attack, hoping to destroy the 
recording. Here, hearing of 
his country's surrender, a 
Japanese POW in Guam 
weeps. 



JUNE 2 1 


Okinawa falls. The battle 
cost Japan more than 
125,000 soldiers killed. 
Perhaps as many as 150,000 
civilians also died. U.S. dead: 
13,000. That Japanese 
soldiers are making to-the- 
death stands on islands 
hundreds of miles from 
Japan suggest that an 
invasion of the island empire 
will be even bloodier. 


July 5 


MacAithur announces the 
liberation of the Philippines. 


June 25 


Truman approves plans to 
invade Japan. Meanwhile, 
Manhattan Project scientists 
prepare to test a nuclear 
bomb on a desolate stretch 
of desert in New Mexico. 


J U LY 16 


Supported on a steel tower in 
a remote area near Los 
Alamos, N.M., the first 
atomic bomb is detonated. 
The explosion vaporizes the 
tower, creates a flash 
brighter than the sun and 
sends a mushroom cloud 
40,000 feet skyward. The 
noise is heard 250 miles 
away. But this is a top-secret 
test, so civilians wondering 
what happened are told an 
ammunition dump had 
exploded. 


July 22 


Detroit's image is suffering 
because of rumors that 
blacks are planning to riot, 
prompting whites to leave in 
droves, according to an 
Interracial Committee 
report It suggests 
community organizations be 
formed to improve race 
relations. 


Aug. 15 


AUG. 1 


In a single, massive bombing 
raid, 800 B29s drop 6,000 
tons of bombs on targets in 
four major Japanese cities. 
The bombings are 
devastating, but there is no 
solid sign that Japan’s 
generals are ready to 
surrender. 


June 28 



The 8,685th and final B24 
Liberator bomber is built at 
Willow Pun. U.S. industry 
built about 225,000 
warplanes in World War H. 


It is V-J day, Victory in Japan. 
America celebrates. In Detroit, 
two boys are kffled, 53 people 

injured during victory 
celebrations. Here, New Yorkers 
celebrate the end of Worid War IL 

__L 

Sept. 2 

World War II ends in a formal 
surrender ceremony aboard the 

U.S. battleship Missouri in 

Tokyo Harbor. 

_1 
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Epilogue 



I 


Mlirf Onto maneuver Uuough tt,, n.bbfc of Numntag. Wha< one biaorian called -maoldnd’s 6cm* an^gfe- .reoea*.™*. 

Out of the horror 

apan’s cities smoldered. 

Germany was a shambles. 

From China to the 
Netherlands, millions of 
civilian refugees roamed the roads, 
searching for a future, mending 
shattered lives. 

The greatest war in history was 
over, a horrific conflagration that 
killed staggering numbers of 
people; About 410,000 Americans, 
almost 2 million Japanese, more 
than 5 million Germans and more 
than 27 million Soviets. In all, more 
than 50 million people, an average 
of 22,800 people a day for six years. 

Millions of soldiers returned 
home. In the United States, their 
numbers would swell college 
campuses and push women out of 
the workplace. Within a year, 3.25 
million American women who had 
riveted and hammered the 


suicide. Hideki 
Tojo, the 
principal 
architect of 
Japan’s war 
effort, tried to 
shoot himself 
dead and failed. 

He was found 
guilty of war 
crimes and 
hanged in 1948. 

The top 
Nazis found 
guilty at 
Nuremberg in 
1946 were 
hanged, too. 

Then the 
crematoriums at 
Dachau were rekindled, and the 
corpses of field marshals, 

_---.— diplomats, SS commanders and 

equipmen that led to victory were Nazi leaden; were burned, their 
out of work. dumped m a near 5 y stream. 



During the last days of the war, two German children share a gift of 
candy from Free Press photographer Tony Spina, then in the Navy. 


But Gea 
Douglas 
MacArthur also 
helped mold 
Japan into a 
20th-Century 
democracy by 
demystifying the 
emperor and 
promoting 
American 
standards for 
individual 
freedoms. After 
months as 
military 
governor, 
MacArthur was 
genuinely 
admired by 
many Japanese. 

For decades 
after the war, 


After the war, the victorious 
Allies charged and convicted 
thousands of enemy soldiers and 
civilians for war crimes. Major 
trials for Nazi leaders were held in 
1946 in Nuremberg. Japanese 
commanders also were tried for 
atrocities. Several committed 


Out of ail this horror came 
generous help - not only for the 
battlefield victors but also for the 
defeated. In Europe, the United 
States implemented the Marshall 
Plan, named for the wartime Army 
Chief of Staff Geoige Marshall, 
who became secretary of state in 


1947. The $12.5-biflion effort made some Japanese soldiers continued 
posable the financing needed to to fight, hiding in caves on remote 

rebuild Germany and the rest of Pacific islands unaware the conflict 
Western Europe. The Soviet Union had ended But Mitsuo Fuchida, 

“ wartime death toll of more the Japanese commander of the 


than 27 million exceeded any other 
country’s - largely refused the 
help, as did most of its Eastern 
European allies. 

In Japan, the general often 
called the American Caesar was 
savoring the attention Japanese 
were giving him as a conqueror. 


planes that bombed Pearl Harbor, 
toured the United States 
apologizing for the attack. He 
converted from Shintoism to 
Christianity. On Aug. 4,1963, 
Fuchida visited Detroit and told 
members of the Woodlawn 
Church of God in Royal Oak, 


“Today, I do only the dungs that 
glorify the Lord.” 

As for the Japanese Americans 
so wrongly detained in relocation 
camps, more than four decades 
elapsed before the U.S. 
government would make amends, 
agreeing to pay each camp 
survivor $20,000. 

In Detroit, the city that 
epitomized America as the arsenal 
of democracy, factories began 
cranking out the ’46 new car 
models. The Motor City continued 
to prosper and swell in population, 
but racial tensions seethed. 

On Sept 2,1945, the day the 
battlefield horrors came to a halt 
with Japan’s formal surrender, U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice Frank 
Murphy, stood in front of Detroit 
City Hall and somberly told a 
crowd of 5,000 that America’s 
triumph over evil was hollow if 
racial hatred continued. 

“Unless we cleanse our hearts 
of hate - racial and religious - this 
war will only be half won,” Murphy 
said. “We still have to stand guard 
against those in our midst who 
have been nurtured on the myths 
of the superior and inferior races 
and who practice discrimination 
against fellow Americans because 
of the color of their skin.” 
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